
  

 

MERRIMACK VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD  

Encouraging the art of Quilting in the Merrimack Valley, MVQ was established in 1980 

October 2022 

Executive Committee  

2022 – 2023  

President: Lynette Pisani 

Vice President: Jamie Ruh 

Secretary: Maggie Judd 

Treasurer AP: Diane Kelley 

Treasurer AR: Elizabeth Swan 

Go to MVQuilters.org and 

look under the board 

member section for the full 

list of all the board and 

standing committee 

members. 

To reach any committee 

member, please address any 

correspondence to: 

MVQ Guild, PO Box 566 

Haverhill, MA 01831 

President’s Message 
 

Happy Fall Everyone!  I hope you are enjoying the 
cooler weather. 

  
Our Quilt Show is behind us, and it was a huge success.  

We owe a giant Thank You to Jamie Ruh, Diane Kelley, and 
Liz Swan for coordinating everything to perfection.  I also 
want to thank Each and Every one of you for your help and 
contributions.  Without the help of everyone this could not 
have happened.  The feedback was positive from our visitors 
and vendors alike.  Kudos to all of you 

. 
 Looking forward, we will be having a workshop in 
October with Pat Harrison.  She is our speaker for October, 
and her husband, Bob, will be here for anyone who owns a 
Singer Feather Weight sewing machine to repair and answer 
questions you might have.  Check out the website for 
particulars and sign up for the workshop online or at the 
meeting. 
 
Our next meeting is October 20th at NECC.  Liz Swan and 
Linda Lydecker will be available during the social hour to 
answer questions and offer help with navigating our website 
for anyone who is not familiar with finding information there.  
 
  If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to 
me.  I would love to hear from you.  See you at the meeting. 
 
Lynne Pisani 
 

http://mvquilters.org/


Our next meeting is in person at NECC on October 20, 2022 

The Quilt Show Committee will share updates on the success of our quilt 
show.  Plus, will announce the winner of the Viewers Choice award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidelines for Coming to the Northern Essex Community College Campus 

When on the NECC campus, you are asked to follow the protocols as set out by the federal, state, and 
local government. 

 Although we have seen a promising decline in COVID-19 cases in Massachusetts, the NECC Public 

Health Response Team still recommends taking all necessary personal precautions against 

infection 

 NECC is a Mask Flexible Campus. We encourage mask wearing while indoors. Be mindful of those 

around you and their comfort level. Keep a mask in your pocket just in case! 

 Based on updated CDC guidance, if you are a close contact of a COVID+ individual, you are required 

to wear a mask on campus. 

 If you have been exposed, are not feeling well, or have tested positive for COVID-19, we request 

that you not attend the live meetings on campus.  

 

Board Meetings 

Until further notice, all board meetings are virtual on Zoom. They are scheduled in 
advance on the first Wednesday of the month, starting at 6:30 pm. The dates are listed 
on the MVQ website under “Calendar of Events”. All members are welcome to attend 
by contacting Lynette Pisani at least 2 days before the meeting and request an invitation. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEW AND KNOW 
Janice Jones 

janicemaejones@gmail.com  

  

Attention all new members!!! The October meeting will 
focus on helping new members in getting to know the 
perks of being a member, navigating the MVQ website, 
and more. Plan to come early for Sew and Know where 
Liz Swan will be taking questions and demystifying the 
MVQ website. 

Sew and Know takes place before the meeting, typically 
at 6:20 and 6:40 p.m. 

Until then—Does anyone have a favorite quilting tip or 
technique? Something you’ve been working on and want to 
share? Please email me!! We are in desperate need of Sew 
and Know presenters for future meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:janicemaejones@gmail.com


Hi Everyone,  
 
A Brother embroidery sewing machine was bought in the White Elephant Room and the 
case and power cord were mistakenly left behind. If you have purchased it or know of 
someone who has, please contact Jamie Ruh at truh@comcast.net.  
 
Thank you,  
Jamie Ruh 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Hello everyone, 

 

A coat was found in the White 

Elephant room on Setup Day (Thursday) 

last week. It is a gray down coat by 

Hawke & Co.  

 

Please let me know if it's yours and we 

can make arrangements to get it back 

to you. 

  

Linda Lydecker 

mailto:truh@comcast.net
https://www.melissasbargains.com/brother-easy-to-use-sewing-machine-61-off/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 
 
  

Membership News 
 
Our guild continues to grow. We are now up to 115 members. We have a lot of new 
members so make sure you introduce yourself and make them feel welcome. 
 
Speaking of new members, as a special Sew ‘n Know, there will be a New Member 
Welcome session beginning at 6:30 on the night of our October meeting. Liz Swan will 
show what information is available on our website and demonstrate how to navigate it. 
Of course, you can always ask any questions you may have. While this is intended for 
new members, anyone is welcome to attend. 
 
THANK YOU to all of you who volunteered for our Starstruck quilt show. Volunteers are 
a critical part of a successful quilt show and we passed with flying colors! I was nervous 
as we had only 80% of our slots filled a day before the show. I need not have worried 
because members (and a few relatives) stepped up making everything run smoothly. I am 
overwhelmed with gratitude for all the time volunteers spent helping our show be the 
great success it was. 
 
I recently sent out up-to-date versions of our Membership List and Photo Roster. Please 
check them and let me know if anything needs to be changed. This includes missing 
phone numbers and photos. Remember that these documents are for our internal use 
only. You can print them out and keep them with your meeting supplies and/or 
download them to your phone so they’re always available. 
 
And finally, remember to wear your nametag at our meetings so others can get to know 
you, as well as to be eligible for a door prize and discounts on lottery tickets. 
 
Linda Lydecker 

 

Many Thanks  
 
A very BIG Thank You to all who donated drinks and snacks for the Quilt 
Show's Valley Cafe.  
 
And a second Big Thank You to all who worked there.  It was nice to meet 
new volunteers, and I hope you had as much fun as I did.  
Thanks again.   
Bev Valle  
 



 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
2023 – 2024 Raffle Quilt 

 
Now that the 2022 Quilt Show is a wrap, it’s time to think about 
the 2023-2024 Raffle Quilt. Gail Forthoffer has graciously 
offered to Co-Chair, and I am thrilled to have her. 
The raffle quilt design will be a Double Irish Chain with a 
Seminole pieced border. 
 
Starting in November, I will be looking for volunteers to cut and 
package up blocks to be pieced. I will also need volunteers to 
piece the blocks. Lynette Pisani has graciously offered us space 
for cutting and packaging. 
 
I will send out sign up information via email and the MVQ 
Members Facebook page when everything is ready to go.  
For all the new members, this is a wonderful way to meet and 
spend time with other guild members. Bonus is that we all get 
to do what we like best – make a quilt! 
 
~~Brenda Haskell 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
NEW ENGLAND QUILT MUSEUM 
 
The Museum has extended the Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry exhibit until the 
end of October.   She has an amazing way with color.   
Check the Admissions Desk when you arrive to see if there are free passes 
associated with MVQ.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

It was exciting to see how many people are participating in the mystery 
quilt program. The second set of instructions will be available at the 
October meeting. For anyone who is unable to attend, we will be 
putting the instructions on the website. If you have any questions, feel 
free to reach out to me at wardwl@yahoo.com . 
Thank you, 
Wendy Ward 
 

mailto:wardwl@yahoo.com
mailto:wardwl@yahoo.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

Stop by and  
become inspired  

to create your  
own work of art. 

 Over 4,500 bolts of fabric! 

 Large selection of books, patterns and notions 

 Classes for beginner to the advanced quilter 

 Authorized Janome Sewing Machine dealer 

(978) 346-9292 
www.redbarrionline_com • redbarneredbarrionline_com 

116 West Main Street, Rte. 110 Merrimac, MA 01860 
Tuesday—Friday 9-5, Saturday 9-4 

Follow 1-495 to exit 52. Take Rt_ 110 east and go 2.3 miles_ We're on the right_ 

arn 
Nf 1°78 

(Sewiris 
Yarn Center

CC 


