
  

President’s Message 

 September already!  Fall promises to be a welcome 

relief from the summer heat.  The Quilt Show is on track and 

is going to be another super success.  This year we have 

added an appraiser to our offering at the show.  It’s an 

exciting opportunity to have our Heirloom and future 

Heirlooms evaluated not only for curiosity’s sake but more 

importantly for insurance purposes as well.  There are only 

8 spaces each show day, so please use the Sign-up Genius to 

register for your time slot(s).   

 Our September meeting on the 15th will be our Ice 

Cream Social.  The meeting will be jam packed with 

information about the show and the up-and-coming events 

and the sign-up sheets for workshops will be available as 

well.  Be sure to pick up your tags and instructions for the 

quilts you are entering into the show as well.   

 I am looking forward to seeing everyone and catching 

up.  Meeting is at seven, but we socialize from six o’clock 

on.  See you soon. 

Lynne Pisani 

MERRIMACK VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD 

Encouraging the art of Quilting in the Merrimack Valley, MVQ was established in 1980 
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Executive Committee 

2022 – 2023 

President:   Lynette Pisani 

Vice President:   Jamie Ruh 

Secretary:   Maggie Judd 

Treasurer AP:   Diane Kelley 

Treasurer AR: Elizabeth Swan 

Go to MVQuilters.org and 

look under the board 

member section for the full 

list of all the board and 

standing committee 

members. 

To reach any committee 

member, please address any 

correspondence to: 

MVQ Guild, PO Box 566 

Haverhill, MA  01831 

 



Our next meeting is in person at NECC on September 15, 2022 

Traditionally the September meeting prepares us for the upcoming quilt show.   

AND it is also our annual ice cream social! 

Doors open at 6 PM for social hour.  Business meeting starts at 7 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Show Set Up: September 29, Show: September 30 & October 1, 2022  

SET UP: Setting up the show at Hope Church will take place on Thursday, September 29 starting about 9am. The church 
is located at 11 Hale Street, Newburyport.  

PARKING: During show hours, members should park in the auxiliary lot next door to the church. Drive past the church 
and take the next left at the Assembly of God and park in the back lot. There is a path that will lead back to Hope 
Church. Handicapped members should park at the church at their convenience.  

MEMBERSHIP: Every member must volunteer a least two hours of time for the show. Linda Lydecker is our Volunteer 
Chair and has created an online signup process called Sign up Genius. You can also call her directly. If you cannot 
volunteer due to time constraints or other issues, email or call Linda and a solution will be worked out. When you come 
to the church for your volunteer shift, be sure to sign in at the Admissions table.  

ALL QUILTS: All quilts must have a tag which you have safety-pinned to the back right hand corner of the quilt. The list 
for your quilt number will be on the website. Or email Liz Swan for your number(s). We will provide tags and index 
cards at the September meeting. Also, each quilt must be placed in a bag that will stand up and has a flat bottom. 
Attach the index card to the outside of the bag. All quilts need a sleeve for hanging or they cannot be hung.  

JUDGING: Judging will be held on Wednesday, September 28th at the Merrimac Library. Drop off your quilts to be 
judged at the library between 8-8:30am. Be sure you get a receipt for it. We will bring all these quilts to the church so 
you don’t have to pick them up.  

NON-JUDGED QUILTS: These quilts need to be dropped off at the church on Thursday between 8-10 am at the church. 
Come in the front door of the church and there will be volunteers there to take in your 
quilts. Make sure you get a receipt for each quilt.  

KITCHEN: We will need volunteer contributions of Coke, Diet Coke, Ginger ale, etc. as well as water.  
We are working on providing prepackaged sandwiches and snacks. We cannot accept any home-baked goods this year.  

PENNY RAFFLE: Baskets can be brought to the church on Thursday morning. Lottery tickets and fat quarters can be 

brought to the September guild meeting.  

The baskets must be wrapped with cellophane and be ready to display. Each basket needs an attached list of what is in 

the basket. While quilt-related baskets have been very successful in the past so have non-quilt-related baskets (i.e., 

chocolate baskets, knitting baskets, candy baskets, etc.). There will be a spot in the church atrium for drop off or see 

Mary Lou Monteiro when you come to the church.  

COMFORT QUILTS: We will accept comfort quilts any time before or during the show. The designated charity for this 

year is The Pregnancy Care Center of Haverhill. Donations of baby quilts or toddler-sized quilts are greatly appreciated. 

WHITE ELEPHANT ITEMS: All items for the White Elephant room can be brought to the church on Thursday. Please see 

Minda Fowler or Helene Parenteau as to where they want you to put your items. Due to the small size of our storage 

unit, we will try not to have anything leftover!  

BOUTIQUE: Items that you want to sell to the public can be brought to the church on Thursday. (80% of the proceeds 

will go back to you, 20% will go back to the guild.) Each item will need a unique code. See form on website under “Quilt 

Show Info and Forms.” Email Marilyn Yee or Diana Grammont if you have any questions.  (continued) 



SILENT AUCTION: Items for the silent auction can be brought to the September guild meeting or to the church on 

Thursday morning. The item(s) should be valued at $25 or more and they do not have to be quilt related. This year’s 

designated charity is the Merrimack Valley Food Bank. Email Susan Nelson and Gigi Badolato with any questions.  

TAKE DOWN: We will need a lot of help on Saturday afternoon for take down starting about 4pm. Quilts will be available 

for pick up starting at 4:45pm. (Please be sure you receive the judge’s comments. See Jamie Ruh after the show ends.) 

We will do our best to have the quilts ready to hand out as quickly as possible. Give your quilt receipt to someone else if 

you can’t be there to pick up your quilt.  

OTHER: No straight pins can be used at the church, use safety pins only. No helium balloons. No latex. No taping to 

church walls, use poster putty only.  

Any questions, contact Jamie Ruh at truh@comcast.net  

  

Quilt Appraiser at our Show 

Take advantage of a new opportunity to have one or more of your quilts appraised.  

Sandra Palmer, an American Quilter’s Society certified appraiser, will appraise quilts on Friday 
and Saturday at our show by appointment. The cost is $60 payable by cash or check. 

Why have a quilt appraised? Maybe you want to know its fair market value or need to know 
how much it is worth for insurance or tax purposes, or maybe you're just curious. 

To help Sandra in valuing your quilt, bring as much information about your quilt as possible. 
For example: Does your quilt have a title? When was it made? Who made it? Was it a gift? 
What type of fabric and batting were used? What pattern and/or blocks were used? Were any 
special construction techniques used? Has it won any awards? Is there any other info that 
makes this quilt special? 

To make an appointment, go to our website under the Quilt Show tab and click on “Quilt Show 
Info and Forms.” There you will see two links. One link is for a worksheet to help you gather 
information about your quilt. Simply print it out and fill in as much as you can. The second link 
will transfer you to Signup Genius where you can make an appointment. You must make a 
separate appointment for each quilt you would like Sandra to appraise. 

On the day of your appraisal, you should be prepared to stay with your quilt during your entire 
appointment. It is advisable to arrive 10-15 minutes early for prepwork. 

Any questions, email Jamie Ruh at truh@comcast.net. 

mailto:truh@comcast.net
mailto:truh@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Fall 2022 Quilt Retreat 

Happy (almost) Fall everyone!  I am grateful for cooler weather and low humidity and the 

chance to sew and create with quilting friends! 

Our Fall Quilt Retreat will be held from Thursday, November 3rd to Sunday, November 6th 

at the Franciscan Guest House in Kennebunk, Maine.  Registration is now open. 

Information about the retreat, directions, prices, and registration form are all on the MVQ 

website. 

Please send your registration forms and checks (payable to MVQ) to: 

Phyllis Lauria 

23 Red Oak Acres 

Merrimac, MA 01860 

If you have any questions, please contact Phyllis at pmlauria17@gmail.com. 

We are hoping to get lots of attendees!! 

Phyllis & Sue 

Cafe at the Quilt Shop  

Time to get the Cafe organized!   

At the September MVQ meeting, I would like to ask those who would like to donate things to let 
me know what items you are bringing, and what day you are bringing them.   

I am trying to avoid items being brought in on Saturday.  The items can include a 12 pack of soda, 
Coke, Diet Coke, Ginger ale, Pepsi, Root beer, 16-ounce water bottles.   

Snack items would include chips, cookies, granola bars, peanuts, peanut butter crackers, 
etc.  Everything should be individually packaged. Please be specific when you let me know, so 
that we end up with a variety and not too many of anything.  Thank you so much for your 
donations.   

The cafe will provide lunch items on Thursday for a good will offering to those who are working 
there all day.   

Bev Valle 

mailto:pmlauria17@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shades of Grey       Spot On 

 

 

Spot On Table Runner 

There's More Easy Peasy Circles! 

Workshop by Pat Harrison of Ocean Waves Quilting Company 
 
Date: October 22, 2023, 9am-3pm 
Location: West Congregation Church, Haverhill 
 
Learn how to easily and evenly piece circles into your quilts using the “freezer paper frame- glue baste - heat 
set, stitch” method. All steps to this simply successful technique will be fully demonstrated. "Shades of Grey" 
is Pat’s original design, "Spot On" was created for Quiltmaker magazine using fabrics they provided. You also 
have the option to create a Spot-on Table Runner (can be completed in class). 
 
MVQ Member Cost: $35 
Non-Member Cost:  $45 
 
Payable via PayPal or Check, Signup sheet at our September Guild Meeting 
 
Questions? Contact Jamie Hart at 978-701-2800 or jmhart9088@comcast.net 

  

https://www.oceanwavesqc.com/workshops.html


 

  Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild 
2022-2023 Programs 
 
 

September 15th Ice Cream Social 
 

October 20th Pat Harrison from Ocean Waves Quilting Company  
● "You Be the Judge" lecture and trunk that presents the steps a 

quilt judge follows as they evaluate a quilt. 
● Workshop on October 22nd - There's More Easy Peasy Circles! 
● Bob's Featherweight's will be vending and providing small repairs 

on both dates 
● https://www.oceanwavesqc.com 

November No Meeting 

December TBD Holiday Party 

January 19th Journeys (MVQG members present their quilt journeys) 

February 16th UFO Auction 

March 15th Adele Scott - Traditional Quilting with Modern Methods 
● Workshop March 17th - How to Quilt any Quilt on Your Home 

Machine 
● www.AskAdele.com 

 

April 20th  Linda Pearl from One Quilting Circle 
● "When you Give a Quilter a Challenge" Light hearted lecture and 

trunk show on quilt challenges 
● Workshop on April 22nd - Focus and play with design and color 

with a fast and easy quilt 
● https://www.onequiltingcircle.com 

May 18th Marge Tucker  
● “Improv and Abstractions in Antique Quilts” lecture on vintage 

quilts that are improvisationally constructed.   
● Workshop on May 20th - Going In Circles. Class will show how to 

do a very unique technique of curved piecing developed by Marge  
● https://www.margetuckerquilts.com/about 

June 15th TBD - check our website for updates 
 

 
Check our website for updates to our programs! 



 

 

 



MVQ will be offering a free mystery quilt project.  The pattern has been broken into 6 

parts.  Each month you will receive 1 part of the pattern.  The first part will be distributed 

at the September meeting.  Each month's portion will also be included in the newsletter 

for anyone who is unable to attend in person.  Participation is optional.  We want to have 

a show and tell in June whether you have the full project completed or just the quilt top 

completed.  The pattern offers an option for a lap or queen size. The quilt has a modern 

feel to it and is beginner friendly.  

Feel free to reach out to Wendy Ward with any questions regarding the project at 

wardwl@yahoo.com or 978-852-0661. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Our two Raffle Quilts will be at the Groveland Day event, September 10th at Pines Recreation Center, 222 Main 

Street (Rt. 113). We need ticket sellers for the following time slots. 

10:00-12:00 (2 more needed) 

12:00-2:00 (3 needed) 

2:00-4:00 (3 needed, including take down) 

Please sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B49ACAF23A6FB6-groveland. Or contact:  

 Judy Naylor at judy.naylor@gmail.com 978-476-2525 or 

 Betty Hastings at betty.hastings 74@gmail.com 978-352-2218 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For future travels, we will need ticket sellers for: 

 Crafters on the Common (Bradford) September 24th. 

 Pine Tree Shop Hop – October 13th, 14th, and 15th 

Sign ups for these events will be posted as the time gets closer. 

 

   

mailto:wardwl@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B49ACAF23A6FB6-groveland
mailto:judy.naylor@gmail.com
mailto:74@gmail.com


  

Guidelines for Sunshine Chair 

 

To ensure appropriate action, the following guidelines have been approved by the Executive Board. Please 

communicate to the Sunshine Chair when there is a need for action to be taken. If privacy is desired by an ill 

member; the Sunshine Chair will abide by that decision. Sunshine Chair will 

check with the member for permission before informing the guild.  The Sunshine Chair understands that 

exceptions may occur. Any exceptions will require the approval of the President. 

 

1. In the event of a current member’s death, the guild will contribute $40 to the charity of the family’s 

choice. If there is no charity designated, the guild will have a tree planted through the Memorial Tree 

Program in the amount of $39.95 plus $6.95 service fee totaling $46.90. A sympathy card will also be 

sent from the guild. When appropriate, a Certificate of Tree Planting will be included with the 

sympathy card. 

 

2. In the event of the death of a guild members immediate family, a sympathy card from the guild will be 

sent. 

 

3. In the event of a former guild members death, a sympathy card from the guild will be sent to the 

family. 

 

4. In the event of a guild members illness, a get-well card will be sent. If the illness is debilitating, such as 

cancer, surgery, or something equally serious, flowers from the guild will be sent. Total cost including 

delivery not to exceed $75. 

 

The Sunshine Chair will inform the guild members via the MVQ Members Facebook page. An email will also be 

sent to the MVQ Google Group. The Sunshine Chair will inform guild members of action taken. 

The Sunshine Chair will also maintain a spreadsheet showing all pertinent information. 

If you know anyone who needs a little sunshine, please contact me.  Thank you. 

Brenda Haskell, Sunshine Chair

brenda.a.haskell@gmail.com 

 

mailto:brenda.a.haskell@gmail.com


 

 

MVQ June General Meeting 

June 16, 2022 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM by President Lynne Pisani. 

Lynne Pisani - Thanks for coming and welcome. 

Guild Officers were installed for 2022-2023 

Lynne Pisani – President  

Jamie Ruh – Vice President  

Maggie Judd – Secretary  

Diane Kelley – Treasurer AP  

Liz Swan – Treasurer AR 

Thank you to Layne Rando, the outgoing AR Treasurer. 

May guild meeting minutes are accepted as circulated. 

Treasurer - Diane Kelley - The Treasurer’s report was sent out this week and accepted as circulated. 

Donation of $100 to First Church of Christ for holding the UFO Auction items. 

Donation of $100 to West Congregational Church for workshops. 

Annual Donation to the New England Quilt Museum was changed during Covid and the Board would like to reinstate our 

donation back to $2000. Vote taken and passed by show of hands. 

Committee Announcements 

Star Challenge Wrap-up - Brenda Haskell thanked all participants and would like to see all of the completed challenge 

quilts in the Quilt Show special exhibit. Please fill out an entry form. 

Quilt Show - Jamie Ruh - The Quilt Show this year is September 30 - October 1, 2022 

Comfort Quilts are needed in baby and toddler size. Please bring to the set-up day on Thursday. 

Minda Fowler has volunteered to chair White Elephant. A co-chair is still needed. 

Liz Swan - All members are encouraged to submit a quilt for the show. Entry forms are on the website and may be filled 

out on-line or printed and mailed to Liz Swan. The judging fee is $6 per quilt to offset the cost of the judge and can be 

paid via PayPal or by check mailed to Liz Swan. First time entry ribbon will be awarded. 

Lolly Wigall - Vendors - there will be two new vendors – Quilt Appraiser Sandra Palmer. Those wishing to get a quilt 

appraised may sign up ahead of time on Sign-up Genius. The normal fee is $75, but the Show discount is $60 for a half 

hour time slot. Tom from National Sharpening 

Company will also vend on Friday September 30. Please bring your scissors or other items that need sharpening. Check 

his website for prices. 

Mary Lou Monteiro - Penny Raffle - we are looking for baskets. If you need idea for a theme, please contact Mary Lou. It 

does not need to be quilt related. Mary Lou is also collecting FQ for a basket and in September she will be collecting 

lottery tickets. 



Marilyn Yee and Diana Grammont – Boutique – Those members selling items at the boutique get 80% and Guild gets 

20%. Consider making some items for the boutique. Inventory form is on the website or at the September meeting. You 

are responsible for picking up your unsold items at the end of the show. For ideas, check out the craft section at the 

back of the pattern books at JoAnn’s. Drop off time is on Thursday. 

Susan Nelson - Silent Auction – proceeds from the Auction will be split evenly between the guild and the Merrimac 

Valley Food Bank. Items that received higher bids previously were original artwork, table runners, Halloween, and 

Holiday pieces. 

Bev Valle - Kitchen - Sandwiches will be Market Basket sandwiches like last year. Bev will eliminate the slips. Bev is 

looking for donations of Coke, Diet Coke, ginger ale, and water. Individually wrapped snacks such as crackers, chips, and 

candy are also needed. There will be a sign-up sheet for snack donation in September. Bring them on Thursday or Friday. 

Linda Lydecker - Volunteers - Sign up for slots on Sign up genius. There are only 57 slots of the 150 slots available that 

are filled. 

Jamie Ruh - Information on how to label and tag your quilts for the show will be at the September meeting. 

Membership - Linda Lydecker - It’s time to renew. Come to membership table to get forms or sign up on the website. 

Open Positions - Publicity - needed for the show 

Historian - Historical Records need organizing in the storage unit 

Penny Raffle - co-chair needed 

Programs and workshops - co-chair needed to assist Jamie Hart, especially with workshops 

Door Prizes - Mary Lou Monteiro, Roselie Berard, Theresa Bourque 

Fabric Raffle - Stacey Caruso 

Quilter of the Year - presented by Stacey Caruso - Phyllis Lauria - Congratulations! Show and Tell 

Other business - The Fall Retreat is Nov 3-6, 2022, at Franciscan Guest House.  

September 15 is our next guild meeting 

Adjourn meeting at 8:18 PM 

Respectfully submitted, Maggie Judd, Secretary 

Newsletter items must be submitted on the first FRIDAY after the board meeting to 

Elizabeth Swan at liz@swanquilting.net  

mailto:liz@swanquilting.net


 

 
 

See your ad here! 

All members in good standing are invited to place a business ad in the 

newsletter.  It does not have to be quilt related. Send your jpg to me at 

liz@swanquilting.net.   

mailto:liz@swanquilting.net
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