MERRIMACK VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD
Encouraging the art of Quilting in the Merrimack Valley, MVQ was established in 1980
November / December, 2021

President’s Message November/December
The Holidays are approaching! Happy Thanksgiving Everyone!
Our Holiday Party planning is well under way. I’m looking
forward to the celebration and happy we are having our
traditional potluck dinner. So, bring your favorite dish to share
and enjoy the evening.

Executive Committee
2021 – 2022
President: Lynette Pisani
Vice President: Jamie Ruh
Secretary: Maggie Judd
Treasurer AP: Diane Kelley
Treasurer AR: Layne Rando
Go to MVQuilters.org and
look under the board
member section for the full
list of all the board and
standing committee
members.
To reach any committee
member, please address any
correspondence to:
MVQ Guild, PO Box 566
Haverhill, MA 01831

Once again, we will be collecting donations for an
organization. This Year we are donating to two, Lazarus House
in Lawrence and Pettengill House in Amesbury. Judy Naylor
has posted the exact websites on the MVQ members Facebook
page. Just scroll down to the October 28th Post. Please check
out the websites for this Year's 0rganizations and what items
each needs and bring them to the December 2nd dinner
meeting/party. We will deliver your donations to them in a
timely manner to reach them before the Holidays. Thank you in
advance for your generosity.
The New Year approaches! We will be having our annual UFO
auction in February. We can accept donations any time after
the holidays, or you can bring them to the January meeting so
Stacey Caruso's team can organize them for the event. Now is a
great time to sort through your sewing rooms and make room
for new purchases and gifts and while you are at it, make room
for what you can’t live without at the auction.
Our next Board Meeting is January 5th and the General
Meeting is January 20th.
I look forward to seeing you December 2nd. Let the party
begin!
Lynne Pisani, President

Next meeting (In Person at NECC)
Remember to wear your mask.
(NECC guidelines)

Guidelines for Coming to the Northern Essex Community College Campus
When on the NECC campus, you are asked to follow the protocols as set out by the federal, state, and local
government.

Please plan to wear a mask at all times indoors.
•
•
•

Out of an abundance of caution, and in order to best serve and protect our community, we (NECC) are
implementing a campus wide mask requirement as of Monday August 2nd.
Observe all posted signs and policies regarding occupancy numbers, social distancing
and mask wearing. These requirements area subject to change based on the campus location.
For additional information, please visit the NECC Coronavirus Information and Updates page. By
coming on campus, you attest that you have read this information and agree to these protocols.

Programs
December’s Program is our annual holiday gathering.
We will come together for a VERY brief business meeting,
a pot-luck dinner, Show and Tell, and a few games and laughs.
Remember to bring food to share, utensils to serve it with, and donations for our two
charities. If you have questions or need more information, please feel free to contact
Judy.
Judy Naylor
Programs Chairperson
judy.naylor@gmail.com
978.352.2210 (H)
978.476.2525 (C)

UFO AUCTION IS FEBRUARY 17, 2022
*** DONATIONS & VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ***

HOW TO DONATE:
• Contact us (see below) for pick up
• Bring items to the December 2nd and

January 20th Guild meeting

HOW TO VOLUNTEER - SIGN UP SHEETS WILL BE OUT FOR DECEMBER AND
JANUARY GUILD MEETINGS
• Sorting

and Stacking the Truck will take place the Saturday before, February 12th. Location and
times will be posted once we have a confirmation.
• Auction set up on February 17th to begin a few hours before the meeting

Please take this opportunity to recycle your stash and make room for new projects! And, if you know
any non-member quilters that would like to make fabric donations (perhaps they are moving?), please
mention our auction to them. We are available to meet people and/or come to your homes for pick-ups.
We would like donations of quilting cotton fabric, unfinished quilt projects, quilting supplies,
embroidery, knitting, vintage sewing items and quilting books newer than 2015 (no magazines, please),
and any other items you think would be of interest to your fellow quilters.

Thank you all in advance for your contribution to another successful auction!
Stacey Caruso & Sue Spinelli
Contact Info:
Susan@Spinelli.us / 978-869-3632
StacCaru@gmail.com / 978-914-390

Membership News
Two more members have joined our guild and we are now up to 134 members! Our numbers
prove that we have successfully come back from the pandemic. Let’s continue to be the
welcoming and friendly guild we are and enjoy the company of our fellow quilters.
Thank you to those who wear your nametags at our meetings. Not only does this get you a
door prize ticket and discounts on raffle tickets, but, more importantly, it helps others get to
know you.
Another way for others to know you is by having your photo in our Photo Roster. If yours is
missing or needs to be updated, please send me one. It doesn’t necessarily have to be a
headshot, I can crop it if need be.
If you haven’t done so already, please pick up your membership card and raffle tickets at the
membership table.
Reminder: the membership table will be staffed from 6 to 7 pm. We will close when the
meeting starts and return during the break. If you arrive after 7, please sign in and join the
meeting, then come back during the break to receive your door prize ticket.

Comfort Quilts 2021
Many thanks to all who donated comfort quilts to Tough Warrior Princesses, and Wellspring House
Gloucester. The totals received were 51 for Wellspring House, and +/- 41 for Tough Warrior Princesses. This
exceeds last year's total. The slide show before the October guild meeting showed pictures of quilts going to
Wellspring House. It was wonderful to hear from Melissa Dimond, Executive Director at Wellspring House. Her
story about how their program got started, and about one of the families was heartwarming. She said she would
email pictures of clients receiving quilts, and I will share them with you when that happens. Again, Thank You so
much for your generosity. It's been a pleasure seeing this project through. Bev Valle

Programs cont.
Programs 2021-2022
January 20th – Journeys
February – 17th –-UFO Auction
March – 17th - Kathie Beltz - https://kathiebeltz.com/
•
•

Trunk Show - Studio 180 Design
Workshop – March 19th – Around the Pond

April 21st – Linda Pearl - https://www.onequiltingcircle.com/
•
•

Trunk Show – If You Give a Quilter a Challenge
Workshop – Friday, April 22nd – The Jane Quilt (There is no picture yet because this is a new workshop
that is being developed for the 21-22 season. Check Linda’s website for details.)

Programs cont.
June 16th – Sherri Noel - https://www.rebeccamaedesigns.com/homesweethome/ Trunk
Show - Finding My Quilt Voice
All workshops will again be held at West Congregational Church in Haverhill. Details will
follow as we get closer to the event. There will be signup sheets at the table as you enter for
our meeting.
This year we are adding to option to register and pay through PayPal. Now you don’t need to
remember your wallet or your checkbook. Our PayPal account also lets you use your credit
card. When the links for this registration are ready, you will receive notice by email and on
our websites.
If you have any questions, please contact:
Judy Naylor at judy.naylor@gmail.com 978.352.2210 (H) or 978.476.2525 (C)

I am looking for someone to help me with setup at each of our three workshops. One volunteer will
receive free participation for each workshop. If you are interested, contact Judy Naylor
at judy.naylor@gmail.com 978.352.2210 (H) or 978.476.2525 (C)

The Programs Chairperson position will be open for the 2022-2023 year. If you are interest or have
questions, please contact Judy Naylor or Lynette Pisani. You will have plenty of support and there are a lot of
resources to help you with this enjoyable and necessary guild function. Please consider taking on this
challenge. Or team up with a friend and be the programming duo.

SEW AND KNOW
Janice Jones
janicemaejones@gmail.com
Anyone have a favorite quilting tip or technique? Something you’ve been working on and want to share?
Please email me!! We are in desperate need of Sew and Know presenters. (Presentations are brief and stress
free).

SEW AND KNOW returns in January. Come early, there will be a table set up inside the meeting room. I will be
presenting “Pocket Quilts”. This technique will be presented between 6:20-6:40 pm.

MVQ Sunshine
If you know anyone who
needs a card for any reason,
please contact me.
Gwoz2014@gmail.com

Facebook:
Did you know that MVQ has two Facebook pages? One is Merrimack Valley Quilters
Guild. This page is managed by Cathy Harnisch and Elizabeth Swan. It was created
purposely to give members and friends an additional venue for sharing information
specifically about our guild. Viewing the information posted is available to the public.
Only the managers can post on this page.
The other is a Group page called MVQ Members. Members of the group are welcome to
post questions and information on this Facebook page. If you have something to sell or
want to share information with other guild members, this is the page for you. Want to show
off your recently completed quilt or other accomplishment? You can post it here. Only
members of our guild are invited to join this page. If you wish to join, please contact Cathy
Harnisch and she will send an invitation to you. Cathy monitors this page for content.

Board Meetings
Until further notice, all board meetings are virtual. They are scheduled in advance on the first
Wednesday of the month, starting at 6:30 pm. The dates are listed on the MVQ website
under “Calendar of Events”. All members are welcome to attend by contacting Lynette Pisani
at least 2 days before the meeting and request an invitation.

NEW ENGLAND QUILT MUSEUM
Need a fun day trip? Try the New England Quilt Museum in Lowell. They are open with
reduced hours, Wednesday – Saturday 10am-4pm. As with all things New England, you should
call first before heading over there (978) 452-4207.

Newsletter items must be submitted on the first FRIDAY after the board meeting to Mary
or Ann Stobbs:
ams01938@hotmail.com

MVQ Guild Meeting Minutes
MVQ October General Meeting October 21, 2021
Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM by President Lynne Pisani.
Lynne Pisani - Thank you for all the well wishes, cards.
Phyllis Lauria has openings for retreat Nov 11 - 14. Registration forms are on the membership table.
September guild meeting minutes are accepted.
Committee Announcements Quilt Show and Treasurer’s Report - Dianne Kelley - Thanks to all of you for
making the quilt show a rousing success. Thanks for all who came and worked. Thanks to Co-chairs,
Committee chairs, and Liz Swann. The numbers still being finalized, but the show made $18076. We spent
$10623, which means we cleared $7452. How did we do compared to 2019? ads more, vendors less,
admissions less (566 people), kitchen less (but made $1150), penny raffle more, white elephant less, raffle
same, boutique more, and silent auction more. One last ribbon to give out is Viewer’s Choice which goes
to Linda Lydecker.
Jamie Ruh – Flowers were given to Diane Kelly and Liz Swan as chairs of the quilt show to thank them for
all their hard work.
Awards were given out to winners at the quilt show. Congratulations to all the winners!
Comfort Quilts - Bev Valle Melissa Dimond from Wellspring House, a homeless shelter in Gloucester.
Every family that moves in gets their own sheets and bedding to keep. Quilts will be given to families.
Thank you to the members for all of their donations of the quilts.
Programs - Judy Naylor - We have permission from NECC to do our potluck in December. She will be
looking for volunteers to plan the December festivities. Sign up sheets are at the table for workshops for
next year.
Looking for Quilt Show Chair and Programs Chair, and Raffle Quilt for 2023. Please see Lynne.
Lynne read a letter from Brenda Haskell from the Tough Warrior Princesses – thank you for quilts. Baskets
are given to those recently diagnosed with cancer. Thank you, thank you, thank you. If you know anyone
newly diagnosed or receiving treatment, contact Brenda.
Show and Tell Membership - Linda Lydecker – 132 members in guild. We have 60 members in attendance
and 1 guest. Recruitment flyers for the guild are available on the membership table. Take some and bring
to shops. Photo roster and membership list are available. These are internal documents to assist our
members, not to be shared or used for solicitation.
Door Prize winners – Sue Dodge, Carol Sullivan, and Joanne Burns
Fabric Raffle – Dot Tyler
Program – Sue Bleiweiss
Adjourn meeting at 8:28 PM

.
10/31/2021

Merrimack Valley Quilters
INCOME AND EXPENSES
October 1 through 31, 2021
Notes:
INCOME
MEMBERSHIP CHECKS:
Membership ($30)
3 Membership ($35)

1 Membership ($25)

$
$
105.00
$
(30.00)
$
25.00
$
(10.00)

moving $30 to raffle quilts

moving $10 to raffle quilts

MEMBERSHIP PAYPAL:
1 New Memberships ($35 PayPal)

4 New Memberships ($30 PayPal)

$
35.00
$
(10.00)
$
120.00
$
(40.00)

1 x $35
moving $10 to raffle quilts
4 x $30
moving $40 to raffle quilts

OTHER:
2021 Quilt Raffle Tickets
Raffle Tickets

$
90.00
$
10.00

Moved from Membership
PayPal Purchase

QUILT SHOW INCOME:
Attendance
Boutique
Ads
Kitchen
Penny Raffle
Traveling Raffle Quilts
Silent Auction
Vendors
White Elephant
Donations
Misc

$
4,729.00
$
2,777.00
$
60.00
$
1,046.50
$
1,970.00
$
710.00
$
1,372.00
$
175.00
$
2,285.00
$
215.00
$
50.00

Fabric Place

Colomycki and Bits & Pieces

Sale of 2 quilts
Sale of Buttons

PROGRAMS:
Whimsical Birds Program
Around the Pond

Retreat Taxes
Traveling Quilt Raffle

Total Income

$
100.00
$
25.00
$
259.20
$
190.00

$16,258.70

Bits and Pieces

QUILT SHOW EXPENSES:
Equipment Rental
Hope Church
Kitchen
Brochures
Start up Monies
Quilt Show Silent Auction
Donation
Quilt Show Boutique Payouts
Quilt Show Judging Awards
Hope Church Deposit

Retreat Payment
Insurance
Table Purchase
Annual MA Fee
Total Expense

CHECKING ACCOUNT as of
10/31/2021
MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT
MASS MUTUAL FIXED ANNUITY

$
1,979.74
$
1,530.00
$
632.40
$
1,155.00
$
545.00
$
1,372.00
$
2,128.40
$
475.00
$
1,000.00
$
2,517.90
$
187.00
$
42.49
$
35.00
$14,609.73

$
16,721.08
$
5,061.54
$
18,279.75

Taylor Rental
Space Rental
Bev Valle Reimbursement
MPG Printing
Diane Kelley
Merrimack Valley Food Bank

Quilt Show 2022

Partial Payment
CNNA Surety
Elizabeth Hastings

NEXT MVQ MEETING
WHERE: Northern Essex Community College – Technology Center
Link to a map of NECC campus:

Haverhill Campus - NECC (mass.edu)

WHEN: December 2, 2021.
Doors Open: 5pm for setup
Meeting starts: ~6:30pm
REFRESHMENTS: Holiday party - Potluck
Hope to See You There!

