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      Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild 

     Encouraging the art of quilting in the Merrimack Valley.   MVQ was established in 1980. 

 

APRIL 

2020 

                                   PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

   Spring is finally here. The daffodils are blooming, and all the earth looks like it is waking from a long nap. 

It has been a difficult few months for sure. However, it has also been very busy. Because of the stay at home 

order, we’ve been forced to communicate with each other by email, phone or online chats. It has been a 

challenge, but at least we have those options available to us. The Board just had its first virtual board meeting. 

We were so excited to see each other. There were a few glitches, but all in all it went well. I share this with 

you because I want you all to know that all the members of the board are all still working very hard to make 

sure the work is continuing. At some point this pandemic will pass and our lives will return to a new state of 

normal. We want Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild to be ready when it arrives. We are still communicating 

with each other to ask questions and solve problems. Each committee is still working hard to make sure that 

we are ready to move forward as soon as possible. We are taking things one day at a time. Obviously, a lot of 

what we do is dependent on other forces, such as when West Congregational Church and Northern Essex 

Community College will be open and able to provide space to us as a large group. Many of you are working 

hard making masks and other PPE’s for local organizations, friends and family. I’m also aware that many of 

you are finishing up your UFO’s and comfort quilts. All the committee chairs are moving forward with the 

tasks they need to accomplish. Obviously, some functions are at a halt for the moment, like Travel Raffle 

Quilt and workshops. However, we are discussing alternatives and planning for the guild’s future. Here is 

where we need your help. As of this time, we are still moving forward with some of the normal guild 

activities, such as membership, nominations for the Executive Board and the 2020 Quilt Show. Please help 

and support the board in whatever way you can. We need volunteers. It is the only way we can move forward. 

At this time, we need members to step up and fill some crucial roles. We are still looking for a President, Vice 

President, Programs Chair and a 2021 Quilt Show Chair. If you think you might be interested in filling one of 

these positions, please call me. I would love to talk with you and answer your questions. This guild has a 

supportive and caring board with members who are more than willing to help each new committee member 

succeed. That is our goal to move forward. Won’t you please consider giving our guild some of your time to 

ensure its success? As always, I look forward to hearing from you with any questions, comments or 

suggestions.  
Elizabeth Swan, President  

        

 

***APRIL  2019 *** 

MEETING 

CANCELLED 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To reach any committee, please 

address any correspondence to:                                           

MVQ Guild                                                         

PO BOX 566                                           

Haverhill, MA 01831 

Newsletter items must be submitted 

on the first  FRIDAY after the board 

meeting  to Mary or Ann Stobbs:   

ams01938@hotmail.com 

 

 

·             Executive Committee 2019-2020 

President:              Elizabeth Swan                

Vice President:     Ronni Longwell     

Secretary :             Jamie Ruh                                                     

Treasurer  AP:       Gail Forthoffer                                             

Treasurer  AR:       Layne Rando  

See the June 2019 newsletter for the full list of all the board and 

standing committee members. 

 From your Vice President,  

I hope with some of this free time at home, you are able to work on comfort quilts for our foster kids. It’s a 

great time to use up that stash and create a simple but beautiful quilt. I know our local quilt shops will be 

eager to see us back in their doors and we certainly will have to replenish and just plain shop – so let’s use 

some of it up! Please keep on supporting your local quilt shops though this time by ordering online or 

doing curbside delivery. I have already and it was great!  

I know our comfort care quilts for Foster Kids of the Merrimack Valley are well underway! Just a reminder 

that we are looking for quilts for newborns through age 17. Teenage boys are typically those that need the 

most so please think about that when planning. They are requesting twin size quilts as every child (with the 

exception of babies) must be placed in a home that has a twin sized bed for them. A member recently asked 

me if they would accept pillowcases too and Eileen said absolutely. So please feel free to make a 

pillowcase to go with your quilt or just make pillowcases if that is what you are able to do. All will be 

loved and welcomed. You can find them online at fosterkidsmv.org and learn more about them if you 

would like to. I am excited about this group and what we are doing for the kids. Thank you for your 

support as always! We are going to try and put an online slide show together of what’s been made so far or 

is in progress, so stay tuned….  

“Because Every Kid Counts!"  

We continue to work on our President’s blocks to present to our outgoing President Liz Swan at the June 

meeting, hopefully. These are blocks she has picked and they’re so easy to do. Betty Hastings and I 

prepared kits and directions and have them available. You may take as many as you like. It is our Hatchet 

Block – just like our name tags. We have provided the pre-cut white center fabric that Liz has chosen and 

you provide any fabric of your choice for the rest of the block. Liz would like you to write a brief memory 

or a few words or just your name in the white center part. We have also provided pre-cut stabilizer if you 

want to applique, embroider or do something very creative in the white section. Liz asks that no 

embellishments be used so it can easily be quilted. If you need a kit or two, give me a call or email me at 

ronni.longwell@yahoo.com and I will mail it to you. In turn, you can mail me your finished block or let me 

know you have one or two ready and we’ll make pick-up arrangements. The immediate future is still 

uncertain, but hopefully we will have a meeting soon and I’d like to have them all collected and ready to 

present for June.  

Thank you for all that you do to support our Guild and its members! As always, feel free to reach out to me 

if you have any questions or requests. Please stay home, stay safe and stay healthy. And please call me if 

you need anything – even if it’s just someone to talk to. As always, this Guild supports one another in 

every way.                                                        

Ronni Longwell 
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                         Ruby Celebration Quilt Show 2020  

As an update to our Ruby Celebration Quilt Show efforts, I wanted to let you know that we 

are going ahead with the planning necessary to have this show the first weekend of 

October.  

Activities are underway:  

Lolly Wigall has already secured two vendors for the show and is working hard to secure 

ads for our brochure. You should expect an email from her in the next few weeks about 

new pages that will be included in the brochure where guild members can express their 

congratulations and sentiments for our 40 years as a guild.  

Judy Naylor is doing the publicity for the show and is working on adding show information 

to websites.  

Gail and I are discussing what we could purchase as a “giveaway” to those people 

attending the show. Ideas are always welcomed!  

Jamie has secured the services of a professional judge for the quilt judging to be held at the 

Merrimac Library.  

Our budget has been finalized and will be submitted to the Board.  

And I know many of you are working on red quilts as I have seen a photo or two.  

Keep in mind that we will need silent auction items, penny raffle baskets, challenge quilts 

and comfort quilts. I am dyeing more fabric for the boutique and I hope someone 

somewhere is making cute stuffed things to sell. If you have any questions or comments, 

send an email to dskkelley@verizon.net. More nagging to come over the spring and 

summer! It will just have to be via social media instead of in person. Most of our forms are 

already on the website so take a look for information about vendors, ads, and submitting 

your quilts for the show. Thanks to Layne Rando and Catherine Harnisch for their 

assistance with this.  

Just a final note:  

It’s entirely possible that due to circumstances beyond our control, the show will have to be 

cancelled. We are taking that into consideration and trying to formulate some ideas of 

about we will do if that happens.  

                               Diane Kelley, Chair, Ruby Celebration 2020 Quilt Show 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sew & Know 

Sew & Know In May, Ellena Georato will demo Ricky Tims flying geese technique. 

STILL  SEARCHING FOR A PRESENTER FOR JUNE.YES, IT COULD BE YOU !!!! 

If you have a favorite technique that you’d like to share,  

please con-tact Janice at: janicemaejones@gmail.com. 

                                          telephone: 978-738-1924. 

 

Membership Information  

It's  time to think about renewing your MVQ Membership.  The new 2020-2021 form can be found 

on the website mvquilters.com on the gray heading  bar "About MVQ".  Click on Membership.  

Print up the form, fill it in, write a check, or have correct cash, and bring it to the May or June 

MVQ meeting.  The form and check can be mailed to Beverly at the address on the form.  The 

membership form and dues must be mailed by June 30, 2020 to be eligible to enter a quilt into the 

October 2020 quilt show. 

                       Thank you.          From the Membership Committee 

                                                     Bev Valle and Mary Kendall 

 

                                                      Raffle Quilt 2020 - 2021 

Along with most everything else in our lives, the plans for collecting the blocks for 

the next raffle quilt have changed.   If you took a kit of background fabric to make a 

block for the raffle quilt (ivory background fabric with salmon and blue green) would 

you please mail the block to either Cathy Harnisch, 451 Oak St, Methuen, MA 01844 

or Carol Sullivan, 17 Irving St. Salem. NH, 03079.   If you were unable to get the 

other colors needed, please just return the ivory fabric.   The blocks can also be left 

in the bin on Cathy's back deck where she is dispensing supplies and collecting 

masks.   Also add a note with your name so we can keep track.                              

                                  Thank-you, Cathy and Carol 

NEW ENGLAND QUILT  MUSEUM:    

Due to Covid-19 concerns, the NEQM is temporarily closed until Tuesday, May  5, 2020.   the safety 

of our visitors, members, volunteers,  and staff is our priority.   We will continue to monitor 

developments prior to re-opening, so please check our website for updates.    

                                                       submitted by Janice Jones 

http://mvquilters.com/


*****************************************************************************************                                                                                      

MVQ Programs - April Newsletter 

I hope everyone is staying healthy and safe these days. If you signed up and paid for Michelle Banton’s class 

last month you will be refunded (or you may have already received your refund).  

Our meeting for April has been cancelled, and although I am disappointed we won’t be able to hear Pam 

Weeks’ lecture I am working on seeing if she can come back to see us another time.  

We are still looking for a Programs chairperson or committee for next year. The speakers for next year are 

nearly finalized. If no one takes over this position there won’t be any workshops in 2021-2022. If you’re 

worried about having to transport speakers around and entertain them, fear not! All of the speakers I booked are 

providing their own transportation and booking hotels themselves. There is no reimbursement for hotels needed, 

and no need to be a chauffeur!  

******************************************************************************************

All workshops are $25 for members and $35 for non-members. Payment is due when you sign up for the 

class.  Supply lists will be emailed to class attendees, and they will be available on the blog as well. Hard copy 

supply lists will no longer be provided.  

Supplies and kits required by the instructor are separate. Sign-up fees for the class are non-refundable. 

_________________PROGRAMS    2019 - 2020___________________ 

April 2020:   cancelled due to Pandemic 

******************************************************************************************

May 2020: TBD 

                  Saturday, 5/30/2020: Workshop – Led by member Cathy Harnisch  

Have you ever heard someone say if you don’t like a fabric, you haven’t cut it small 

enough? This quilt is from the book “Color From The Heart” by Gai Perry. I went 

through most of the quilts in this book with a friend of mine. I thought the first one 

would be a great class to show how almost any fabric will work if you cut it small 

enough. Using a multitude of fabrics, we will construct a postage stamp wall hanging. 

This class will help get you to loosen up with your fabric selections.  

****************************************************************************************** 

June 2020: Kathie Beltz (https://kathiebeltz.com)  

                  Thursday, 6/18/2020: Lecture – Studio 180 Design Lecture and Trunk Show      

                  Saturday, 6/20/2020: Around the Pond  

 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MVQ TREASURER REPORT 

3/31/2020 

 Gail Forthoffer, Treasurer 

Assets: 

Checking Balance  
Money Market  
Annuity as of 12/30/2019 

$17,787.27 
5,054.43 

17,408.55 
  

Ending Balance  $ 40.250.25 

 

Liabilities (Uncleared Transactions):                              - $247.65  

 

Expenses: 

             Spring 2020 retreat                                          2,540.50  

 UFO Auction Expense         15.00   

  

                                                                             Total Expenses                             $ 2,555.50 

 

Income: 

  

             Spring 2020 Retreat 261.00  

 Program 260.00 

 Interest 0.43  

  

                                                                               Total Income                                 $ 521.43 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

February  : UFO Auction        March:   meeting  was cancelled due to Pandemic. 

 



 

 

Jeanne Elliott 
QuiltsEtc@aol.com  

 
Beginning Tole 

Painting  

Beginning quilting  

Professional quilting 

of  your quilts  

 
 

Where can I find:  
Quilt-quality fabric? Needles? Pins?  

Patterns? Interfacing? Muslin?  

108” fabric? Flannel? Discounts?  

Art Greeting Cards? Templates?  

Cutters? Olfa Mats? Rulers? Books?  

http://AtQuiltersQuar-

ters.blogspot.com  
59 North Street Georgetown MA 01833  

‘Just 2 doors north of Perley School’  
: https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/  
Now open!  
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Next Meeting:   ? MAY 28, 2020 

Doors open 6 PM 

Sew and Know Demo starts @ 6:30pm 

Meeting starts @ 7pm 

Where:   Northern Essex Community College 

                       new room for May if we have a meeting 

Refreshments:  R-S 

 


