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      Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild 
            Encouraging the art of quilting in the Merrimack Valley.   MVQ was established in 1980. 

 

MARCH 

2020 

           President’s Message 
Congratulations to Stacey Caruso, Sue Spinelli, the members of the 

UFO Auction Committee, all the volunteers and our treasurer’s, 

Layne Rando and Gail Forthoffer.   This year’s auction was a great 

success to the efforts of these ladies.  They deserve a hearty round 

of applause.  And, they have decided to do it again next year.  So, 

start cleaning out your stash or think about what you can donate. 

I have been contacted by West Congregational Church and Northern 

Essex Community College regarding concerns about the spread of 

viruses.  They ask that we self-police ourselves and use best 

practices while using their facilities.  I have included a copy of the 

CDC recommendations in this newsletter.  If you are not well, please 

stay home.  If the church or school decides to close, we will have to 

cancel our meetings. 

This month we will discuss and vote on the proposed bylaw changes.  

A copy was emailed to everyone.  If you did not receive it, please let 

me know.  We will also present the 2020 Nominating Committee at 

the meeting.  If you wish to nominate yourself or someone else to fill 

any of the Executive Committee positions, please send your request 

(by paper or email) to any member of the nominating committee.  

We will present the slate of nominees at the April meeting. 

As always, if you have any questions, comments or suggestions, feel 

free to contact me.  Thank you! 

Elizabeth Swan, President 

 

The next board meeting is 4/1/2020, 7 pm, WCC room 201.  

All members are welcome To attend. 

Executive Committee 2019-2020 

President:              Elizabeth Swan                

Vice President:     Ronni Longwell     

Secretary :             Jamie Ruh                                                     

Treasurer  AP:       Gail Forthoffer                                             

Treasurer  AR:       Layne Rando  

 

See the June 2019 newsletter for the full list 

of all the board and standing committee 

members. 

 

 

***MARCH  *** 

 This month featured speaker is Michelle 

Banton 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From your Vice President,  

Our comfort care quilts for Foster Kids of the Merrimack Valley are well underway!  Just a reminder that we 
are looking for quilts for newborns through age 17.  Teenage boys are typically those that need the most so 
please think about that when planning.  They are requesting twin size quilts as every child (with the exception 
of babies) must be placed in a home that has a twin sized bed for them.  A member recently asked me if they 
would accept pillowcases too and Eileen said absolutely.  So please feel free to make a pillowcase to go with 
your quilt or just make pillowcases if that is what you are able to do.  All will be loved and welcomed. You can 
find them online at fosterkidsmv.org and learn more about them if you would like to and I also have 
brochures in the lobby.  I am excited about this group.  Thank you for your support as always!                                                                                

“Because Every Kid Counts!" 
 

We continue to work on our President’s blocks to present to our outgoing President Liz Swan at the June 
meeting.  These are blocks she has picked and they’re so easy to do.  Betty Hastings and I prepared kits and 
directions and have them available in the lobby.  You may take as many as you like.  It is our Hatchet Block – 
just like our name tags.  We will provide the pre-cut white center fabric that Liz has chosen and you provide 
any fabric of your choice for the rest of the block.  Liz would like you to write a brief memory or a few words or 
just your name in the white center part.  We will also provide pre-cut stabilizer if you want to appliqué, 
embroider or do something very creative in the white section.  Liz asks that no embellishments be used so it 
can easily be quilted.  Stop by and get a kit or two.  If you have your block(s) made, please feel free to drop it 
(them) off to me at the meeting.  
 
Thank you for all that you do to support our Guild and its members!  As always, feel free to reach out to me if 
you have any questions or requests. 
 
Ronni  Longwell 
 
 

To reach any committee, 

please address any 

correspondence to:                                           

MVQ Guild                                                         

PO BOX 566                                           

Haverhill, MA 01831 

Newsletter items must be 

submitted on the first  

FRIDAY after the board 

meeting  to Mary or Ann 

Stobbs:   

ams01938@hotmail.com 

 

 

The CDC also recommends the following preventative actions 

to help prevent the spread of viruses:  

· Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds  

· If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer  

· Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed 

hands.  

· Avoid close contact with people who are sick  

· Stay home when you are sick  

· Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue 

in the trash  

· Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces  
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2020-2021 raffle quilt 

The 2020-2021 raffle quilt is going to be a medallion quilt in shades of blue green and coral with an ivory 
background. The quilt will have  several borders.  We are going to ask the members to create blocks for these 
borders, they range from simple to complex.  Kits containing the background fabric and directions for the first 
sets of blocks were available at the January and February meetings.  You will supply the blue-green and coral 
from your stash, a sample color palette will be on view.  There will be another, more complex block(s) coming 
this month. 
 
Carol Sullivan  

 

  

Sew & Know 

Sew & Know In March, Cathy Harnish will do a presentation on the raffle quilt 

block.  Demos are generally done twice; one around 6:20 and again around 

6:40 at the Sew and Know table up front. In April, Sue Molin will demonstrate 

connecting the ends of quilt bindings. In May, Ellena Georato will demo Ricky 

Tims flying geese technique. STILL SEARCHING FOR A PRESENTER FOR 

JUNE.YES, IT COULD BE YOU!!!!If you have a favorite technique that you’d 

like to share, please con-tact Janice at: 

janicemaejones@gmail.com.telephone: 978-738-1924. 

Membership News 

 
The membership packets were ready for pick-up at the Oct meeting. 

 

The raffle ticket books are yours to use.  You do not have to pay for them. 

 

Bev Valle - Membership Chair 
 



On The Road Again 

Our Raffle Quilt’s Second Road Trip  

Many thanks go to the eleven ladies who joined me sitting with our quilt at the Fabric Extravaganza in Nashua. 

I appreciate the volunteer spirit of Carol Sullivan, Cathy Harnish, Linda Lydecker, Ann Stobbs, Liz Swan, Traci 

Bradstreet, Stacey Caruso, Maggie Rogers, Brenda Haskell, Mary Stobbs, and Ronni Longwell. Their efforts 

brought ~ $200 to our coffers. I think the two “first time sitters” will attest that sitting with the quilt is a 

wonderful experience. There are lots of conversations with quilters, buyers, and people just passing by. And 

there were lots of beautiful fabrics at great prices.  

Out next road trip is to MQX in Manchester, NH in April on the 16, 17, and 18th. We need more volunteers for 

this event since we are required to do 12 hours of volunteer service (white glove or sit down jobs) At this point 

we have 10 members willing to sit with our quilt. We need 10 more. We have 3 volunteers to white glove and 

we need 3 more.  

Grab a friend and have a great day at this excellent quilt show. View the beautiful quilts on exhibit, shop the 

vendors, and sit with our quilt. Judy Naylor will have signup sheets at the table in the lobby at our next meeting. 

And she will be available to answer questions. Or, contact her before then at judy.naylor@gmail.com or 

978.352.2210 (H) or 978.476.2525. (C)  

New members, I hope you’ll join this MVQ experience. 

****************************************************************************************** 

MVQ Programs - March Newsletter  

By all accounts it sounds like the UFO auction was a major success! I hope everyone went home with some new 

treasures.  

This month we are welcoming Michelle Banton of Little Pup Designs. At our guild meeting she will be 

presenting a history of the Dresden plate block. Her workshop, Dresden Neighborhood, still has a few spots 

available!  

I will be missing both the guild meeting and workshop in March. If you have any questions about workshops 

please email me.  

We are still looking for a Programs chairperson or committee for next year. The speakers for next year are 

nearly finalized. If no one takes over this position there won’t be any workshops in 2021-2022. If you’re 

worried about having to transport speakers around and entertain them, fear not! All of the speakers I booked are 

providing their own transportation and booking hotels themselves. There is no reimbursement for hotels needed, 

and no need to be a chauffeur!  

I look forward to seeing everyone in April 

******************************************************************************************

All workshops are $25 for members and $35 for non-members. Payment is due when you sign up for the 

class.  Supply lists will be emailed to class attendees, and they will be available on the blog as well. Hard copy 

supply lists will no longer be provided.  

Supplies and kits required by the instructor are separate. Sign-up fees for the class are non-refundable. 



_________________PROGRAMS    2019 - 2020___________________ 

 

March 2020: Michelle Banton (http://littlepupdesigns.com/)  

Thursday, 3/19/2020: Lecture – Look Great, Dresden Plate  

Saturday, 3/21/2020: Workshop – Dresden Neighborhood  

******************************************************************************************

April 2020: Pam Weeks (http://www.pamweeksquilts.com/index.html)  

                  Thursday, 5/28/2020: Lecture – Designing Women                   

                  No Workshop 

******************************************************************************************

May 2020: TBD 

                  Saturday, 5/30/2020: Workshop – Led by member Cathy Harnisch  

Have you ever heard someone say if you don’t like a fabric, you haven’t cut it small 

enough? This quilt is from the book “Color From The Heart” by Gai Perry. I went 

through most of the quilts in this book with a friend of mine. I thought the first one 

would be a great class to show how almost any fabric will work if you cut it small 

enough. Using a multitude of fabrics, we will construct a postage stamp wall hanging. 

This class will help get you to loosen up with your fabric selections.  

****************************************************************************************** 

June 2020: Kathie Beltz (https://kathiebeltz.com)  

                  Thursday, 6/18/2020: Lecture – Studio 180 Design Lecture and Trunk Show      

                  Saturday, 6/20/2020: Around the Pond  

 

 

 

 



Spring Retreat 

The Spring Retreat held at the Franciscan Guest House in Kennebunk Maine is coming soon!  

The dates of the retreat are Wednesday, March 25, to Sunday, March 29, 2020. We are exploring the option of 

staying until Monday, March 30th.  

Please contact Phyllis or Sue if you are interested in attending. 

Thanks,  

Phyllis Lauria & Sue Spinelli  

****************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MVQ Guild meeting minutes 1/23/20 

Call to order: 7:01 P.M. 

President’s Announcements 

 January meeting minutes are accepted as circulated. Treasurer’s report is accepted as 

circulated. 

Liz talked about the need for 3 non-board members for the Nominating Committee. 

The proposed bylaw changes have been distributed. See Liz if you did not receive them. There 

will be a discussion and a vote at the March 19th guild meeting. 

The travel raffle quilt needs volunteers for the Fabric Extravaganza March 5-7. Sign up with 

Judy Naylor. 

The spring quilt retreat in Kennebunk on March 25-29 still has openings. See Phyllis Lauria to 

sign up. 

Tonight’s program is the UFO Auction. A big thank you goes out to Stacey Caruso and Sue 

Spinelli for chairing this wonderful event. Also, a big thank you goes out to all who volunteered 

to help make it happen! Great job!! 

Meeting adjourned: 9:00 PM  

Respectfully submitted, Jamie Ruh, Secretary 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MVQ TREASURER REPORT 

2/29/2020 

 Gail Forthoffer, Treasurer 

Assets: 

Checking Balance  
Money Market  
Annuity as of 12/30/2019 

$19,821.77 
5,053.87 

17,408.55 
  

Ending Balance  $ 42,284.19 

 

Liabilities (Uncleared Transactions):                              - $2,640.50  

 

Expenses: 

      

 Accounting Fees 125.00   

 Meeting Expenses: Refreshments 59.16 

  

  

   Total Expenses $   184.15 

Income: 

  

   

 Spring 2020 Retreat 5420.00  

 2020 Raffle Quilt 210.00 

 Refund of Overpayment 250.00 

 UFO Auction 2964.00 

 Interest 0.40  

  

 

   Total Income $8,844.40 



 

 

Jeanne Elliott 
QuiltsEtc@aol.com  

 
Beginning Tole 

Painting  

Beginning quilting  

Professional quilting 

of  your quilts  

 
 

Where can I find:  
Quilt-quality fabric? Needles? Pins?  

Patterns? Interfacing? Muslin?  

108” fabric? Flannel? Discounts?  

Art Greeting Cards? Templates?  

Cutters? Olfa Mats? Rulers? Books?  

http://AtQuiltersQuar-

ters.blogspot.com  
59 North Street Georgetown MA 01833  

‘Just 2 doors north of Perley School’  
: https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/  
Now open!  

 

Stop  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting:   March  19, 2020 ............Michelle Banton 

Sew and Know Demo starts @ 6:30pm 

Meeting starts @ 7pm 

Where:   Northern Essex Community College 

                Technology Center 

                1st floor, last room on left 

 

Refreshments:  R - Z 

 


