pg 1

Nov/Dec
2019

Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild
Encouraging the art of quilting in the Merrimack Valley. MVQ was established in 1980 .

President’s Message
The holidays are upon us and we are getting ready for the guilds
40th year. We kick it off with our 40th Jubilee on December 5, 2019
thanks to Phyllis Lauria and her Jubilee Committee. It will be a
wonderful time of sharing and spending time with friends. If you
need information or wish to purchase tickets, please contact Phyllis.
We are still looking for pictures of members from the 1980’s as well
as pictures of first quilts by members. Please send pictures to Liz
Swan.

Executive Committee 2019-2020
President:

Elizabeth Swan

Vice President:

Ronni Longwell

Secretary :

Jamie Ruh

Treasurer AP:

Gail Forthoffer

Treasurer AR:

Layne Rando

See the June 2019 newsletter for the full list
of all the board and standing committee
members.

***DECEMBER 5th ***
This month's meeting is our 40th Jubilee
Celebration at DiBurros Function Hall:
Cocktail hour 6-7 PM, Dinner at 7 PM
Contact Phyllis Lauria if you still want to
buy a ticket! See you there!

January is our member journey’s. This is one of my favorite
programs. It is a great time to get to know three members of our
guild through their telling of their quilt making journey and
quilt trunk show.
February is our UFO auction chaired by Stacey Caruso and Sue
Spinnelli. See their information article in this newsletter. Un
Finished Objects, such as unfinished quilt tops are needed. If
you have a project and do not plan on finishing it, please
consider donating it to the UFO auction. Please include the
pattern or instructions if you can. Fabric and notion donations
are needed also. This is one of the guilds biggest fund raisers,
so please consider donating to this great event.
Diane Kelley, Committee Chair and Gail Forthoffer,
Committee Vice Chair of the 2020 Quilt Show are well on their
way to organizing another great show. They are looking for
members to fill vacant positions. Please see their information
article in this newsletter and think about where you want to
volunteer. Feel free to contact Diane and Gail with any
questions.
There is so much happening so please read through this
newsletter. Consider volunteering, perhaps some place new to
you. Volunteering is the best way to get to know how this guild
operates and getting to know our guild sisters. As always, if
you have any questions, comments or suggestions, feel free to
contact me. Have a great Thanksgiving, hopefully spending
time with family and friends!
Elizabeth Swan, President

To reach any committee,
please address any
correspondence to:
MVQ Guild
PO BOX 566
Haverhill, MA 01831
Newsletter items must be
submitted on the first
FRIDAY after the board
meeting to Mary or Ann
Stobbs:
ams01938@hotmail.com

JUBILEE JUBILEE JUBILEE!!
The party of the decade is finally here!

Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild will celebrate our 40th anniversary on Thursday, December 5, 2019 at
DiBurro"s Function Hall in Haverhill.
Cocktails and appetizers will be served from 6-7 and dinner will be served promptly at 7:00.
We have 94 people attending! This will be a fun-filled evening and will feature the Founding Mother of our
guild, Janet Elwin!
See you then!!

UFO AUCTION
The 2020 UFO AUCTION will be held at our Guild meeting on February 20th!
Call to Action to help make it FANTASTIC !
We have started accepting donations and encourage you to take this opportunity to
recycle your stash and make room for new projects! Also, if you know any nonmember quilters that would like to make fabric donations (perhaps they are
moving?), please mention our auction to them. We are available to meet people
and/or come to your homes for pickups.
We would like donations of quilting cotton fabric, unfinished quilt projects, quilting
supplies, embroidery, knitting, vintage sewing items and quilting books newer than
2015 (no magazines please), and any other items you think would be of interest to
your fellow quilters.
Donations will also be accepted at the Guild meeting on January 23rd. At this
meeting, we will have a volunteer sign-up sheet to assist us in sorting on Saturday,
February 15th and Auction set-up to begin a few hours before the event.
Thank-you all in advance for your contribution to another successful auction!
Stacey & Sue
Contact Info:
Stacey Caruso: staccaru@gmail.com or 978-914-3907
Sue Spinelli: susan@spinelli.us or 978-869-3632

Sew & Know
January 2020 : Maggie Rodgers will present her technique to achieve perfect twocolored half square triangles using bias strips.
SEW & KNOW presenters are needed for MARCH 2020!
If you have a favorite technique, please contact Janice at
janicemaejones@gmail.com.
telephone: 978-738-1924.
Thanks. Janice Jones

Ruby Celebration Quilt Show
October 2 and 3, 2020
Set up date will be October 1
Our Ruby Celebration Quilt Show is now set for October 2 and 3, 2020 at the Hope
Community Church in Newburyport. We are looking forward to celebrating our 40
years as a quilting guild.
We are making progress in ensuring that all subcommittees are chaired. However,
there are still a few vacancies that need to be filled.
Kitchen: This is a very important position for the Quilt Show in that people
attending the show love to have a snack or lunch with us. Our current
Subcommittee Chair Stacey Caruso, would like to do other things associated with
the show but will be on hand in 2020 to assist the new person. Others on her team
will be available as well. Main responsibilities include deciding the menu,
purchasing the food and organizing the preparation and selling of the food.
Silent Auction: The Silent Auction is where guild members donate various
handcrafted items to sell in a silent auction format. The position calls for discussing
the silent auction at the May and June guild meetings to ensure that sufficient items
are received, set up on October 1 at the church and distribution of all sold items
after the show. This is a perfect spot for someone who would like to be more
involved in the quilt show. Our Volunteer Chair, Linda Lydecker, will assign
people to sit at the table for the duration of the show.
If you have other interests in helping at the show, please talk to Diane Kelley, Quilt
Show Chair or to Gail Forthoffer, Quilt Show Vice Chair.

Membership News
The membership packets were ready for pick-up at the Oct meeting.
The raffle ticket books are yours to use. You do not have to pay for them.
Bev Valle - Membership Chair

MESSAGE From Our Vice President

Thank you to everyone who donated a comfort quilt to support High Pointe House in Haverhill and Believe Anything
and Everything is Possible – an organization to support patients undergoing chemotherapy. We presented 68 beautiful
quilts to two very grateful organizations. You are ALL amazing and all the ladies accepting the quilts were overwhelmed
by your generosity!!!!! A special thank you is just not enough for Bev Valle who made the Dragonfly Quilt for High
Pointe House and Cathy Harnisch who quilted it – it was exquisite! And it won Viewer’s Choice at our Show!!! You 2
ladies have created more than a quilt, but memories for so many families for years to come. Here is a photo of that
quilt being presented at the meeting. Linda has told me how thrilled they are to have been one of this year’s recipients
and to please share their thanks and gratitude with all of you.
Priscilla Westaway of Believe Anything emailed me: “I first cannot thank all of the quilters enough for the 35 comfort
quilts. Believe me they will be so appreciated. I have decided that I would like to work with the social workers to
present these quilts to them and give them the back story to it. My oncologist has to see if that is okay. I do not know
why it wouldn't be ok. If we do I will ask the patient if we can take a picture of the presentation so I can send you some
for your January meeting…….My Oncologist and her team are so over the moon to think there are other people thinking
about patients with cancer. From the bottom of my heart thank you”. Priscilla has also offered to host our
refreshments for January which is such a lovely gesture!

(message cont on next page)

Our next organization is Foster Kids of the Merrimack Valley. Larry Giordano, President of this organization,
will be talking with us at this month’s meeting. They are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to serving
the needs of foster children in the Merrimack Valley including all of Greater Haverhill, Lawrence, Methuen,
Andover, and North Andover. They serve children from newborn to age 17 and tell me the greatest needs are
with teenage boys so we will keep that in mind. His wife Eileen has told me that twin size quilts are the best
and the need really is greatest for older children. She is only asking for a few baby quilts. As always, let’s make
them bright and colorful and they can be themed for a boy or girl -adolescent through teenager.
A reminder that we are making Presidents blocks for Liz this year, to be presented in June. It is the hatchet
block which is the same as our name tag with a twist for the white center. Since Liz has chosen one specific
fabric for the white center, there are kits made up which include a square of white fabric and stabilizer. There
will be a basket in the lobby with kits and directions. Please stop by and pick up one or two!!!!
Thank you all again for your kindness and generosity. Quilters are just amazing people and we are an amazing
Guild filled with so much talent and spirt it is mind boggling!
Ronni

November 20 Updates
October’s class with Marge Tucker was wonderful! Marge was a delightful teacher and we all had a lot of fun.
There will not be workshop sign ups at the Jubilee, so everyone can enjoy the event! If you’d like to sign up for
a workshop before the January meeting, you can email me at hpshields@gmail.com to put your name on the
list and mail me a check. NOTE: There are no sign ups for Edyta at this time.
Enjoy your holiday season! Heather

_________________PROGRAMS

2019 - 2020___________________

December 2019: 40th Anniversary Jubilee : Thursday, 12/5/2019 at Di Burro’s, Haverhill
******************************************************************************************
January 2020: Journeys : Thursday, 1/23/2020: Lecture – Journeys ........ No workshop
******************************************************************************************
February 2020: UFO Auction :

Thursday, 2/20/20: UFO Auction

Saturday, 2/22/2020: Workshop – Hand and Machine Applique,

Led by member Maggie Judd

This workshop will include two different ways to appliqué. The morning will be spent on Hand Appliqué featuring the
«Back Basting» method of needle turn appliqué. Appliqué stitch and how to make perfect circles will be demonstrated. In
the afternoon, we will get out our sewing machines and tackle Machine Appliqué. Turned under (not raw edge) appliqué
will be demonstrated. Sewing machine with highly adjustable zig zag is recommended.
Kit fee: $15 (includes almost everything needed for two appliqué designs

************************************************************************************************

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 2019 - 2020 cont.
*****************************************************************************************
March 2020: Michelle Banton (http://littlepupdesigns.com/)
Thursday, 3/19/2020: Lecture – Look Great, Dresde
Saturday, 3/21/2020: Workshop – Dresden Neighborhood

******************************************************************************************
April 2020: TBD
Thursday, 4/16/2020: Lecture
Friday, 4/17/2020: Workshop (tentative)

May 2020: Pam Weeks (http://www.pamweeksquilts.com/index.html)
Thursday, 5/28/2020: Lecture – Designing Women
Saturday, 5/30/2020: Workshop – Led by member Cathy Harnisch
Have you ever heard someone say if you don’t like a fabric, you haven’t cut it small enough? This quilt is from
the book “Color From The Heart” by Gai Perry. I went through most of the quilts in this book with a friend of
mine. I thought the first one would be a great class to show how almost any fabric will work if you cut it small
enough. Using a multitude of fabrics, we will construct a postage stamp wall hanging. This class will help get
you to loosen up with your fabric selections.
June 2020: Kathie Beltz (https://kathiebeltz.com)
Thursday, 6/18/2020: Lecture – Studio 180 Design Lecture and Trunk Show
Saturday, 6/20/2020: Around the Pond

******************************************************************************************
All workshops are $25 for members and $35 for non-members. Member Maggie Judd’s workshop will be $10
for members and still $35 for non-members. Payment is due when you sign up for the class. Supplies and kits
required by the instructor are separate. Supply lists will be available at time of sign-up so please review them
carefully to make sure it works for you. Sign-up fees for the class are non-refundable.

Travel Raffle Quilt Update.

On the horizon is the Fabric Sale Extravaganza in Nashua NH on March 5th-7th. We will be doing signups after the
first of the year.
Traveling with our quilt is a wonderful adventure. Make sure you take an opportunity to be a table sitter. If you
know of other sites that might be an opportunity for us, please contact Judy Naylor at judy.naylor@gmail.com or
978.352.2210.
Appreciatively, Judy

Raffle Quilt Travel Chair

Merrimack Valley Quilt Retreat Update
Our fall retreat at Franciscan Guest House November 6-11, 2019 was a huge success! There were 33 of us at the
retreat and lots of creativity and inspiration!
There have been a few changes at FGH with new ownership and personnel. We are not sure what, if any, impact
that will have on our guild going forward. We do have our dates for the spring and fall retreats at Franciscan
Guest House next year, so we are in their schedule. Our spring retreat will be held Wednesday, March 25 to
Sunday, March 29 2019.
We are always exploring other venues for quilt retreats; if anyone has any leads, please let us know!
Phyllis & Sue

MVQ Guild meeting minutes 10/24/19
Call to order: 7:02 P.M.
President’s Announcements
September Guild meeting minutes accepted as circulated.
Treasurer’s report is accepted as circulated.
Vice President – Ronni Longwell: Ronni presented over 70 quilts to Highpoint
House and Believe Anything and Everything is Possible. Next year’s comfort
quilts will go to Foster Kids of the Merrimack Valley who will accept quilts for
newborn to seventeen year-olds.
Bev Valle presented her dragonfly quilt to Highpoint House.
Ronni talked about making blocks for a president’s quilt for Liz.
Quilt show – Ann Hockmeyer: Ann talked about the successful quilt show this
year.
Ann handed out awards for best show winners and 1st place winners.
Viewer’s choice went to Bev Valle and Layne Rando.
40th Jubilee – Phyllis Lauria: Phyllis is selling ticket now for $30. November 15
will be the last day to buy tickets. She is also selling raffle tickets for a chance
for a free Jubilee ticket. She is looking for a list of past presidents. She is
also asking for members to submit a picture of themselves from 40 years ago,
and a picture of the first quilt you ever made. Send photos to Liz.
6-7:00 is cocktail hour. Dinner is 7:00. The free Jubilee dinner was won by
Ruth Martineau.
Membership – Bev Valle: There were 88 members in attendance, and 4 guests.
There are a total of 118 members in the guild.
Raffles won by Ruth Caisse, Pat Cressman, Gail Forthoffer, and Helen
Thornton.
Programs – Heather Shields talked about programs for the year. Please pay for
workshops when you sign up.
Tonight’s program is by Marge Tucker.
Meeting adjourned: 9:00 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Jamie Ruh, Secretary

MVQ TREASURER REPORT
October 31, 2019 Gail Forthoffer
Assets:
Checking Balance
Money Market
Annuity as of 6/30/2019

21,106.10
5,052.19
17,151.07
Ending Balance

Liabilities (Uncleared Transactions):

$ 43,309.36

- $7,289.32

Expenses:
Meeting Expenses
Fall Retreat

250.00
4,158.00

Insurance

187.00

Operations

176.00

Business Fees
Raffle Quilt
Quilt Show Expenses

18.50
178.00
7,878.70
Total Expenses

$ 12,846.20

Income:
Quilt Show

7,468.10

2019 Raffle Quilt Income

154.00

2020 Raffle Quilt Income

138.00

Interest
Membership
Program

0.43
65.00
106.00

Special Events

1,110.00

Fall Retreat: 2019

8,230.00
Total Income

$ 17,271.53

Jeanne Elliott
QuiltsEtc@aol.com
Where can I find:

Beginning Tole
Painting
Beginning quilting
Professional quilting
of your quilts

Quilt-quality fabric? Needles? Pins?
Patterns? Interfacing? Muslin?
108” fabric? Flannel? Discounts?
Art Greeting Cards? Templates?
Cutters? Olfa Mats? Rulers? Books?

http://AtQuiltersQuarters.blogspot.com
59 North Street Georgetown MA 01833
‘Just 2 doors north of Perley School’
: https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/
Now open!

Stop

Next Meeting: December 5th
40th Jubilee Dinner
DiBurros Function Hall
887 Boston Rd, Haverhill MA 01835
Doors open at 6 PM
REFRESHMENTS: Cocktail hour 6-7 pm, Dinner starts at 7 pm ... Contact Phyllis Lauria
if you need a ticket (she can still add seats ) pmlauria@msn.com

