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Celebrating 39 years of encouraging the art of quilting in the Merrimack Valley.  MVQ was established in 1980. 
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April  2019 

April 18th 
Linda Hahn 
“New York Beauty Simplified” 

April is here and there is growth and renewal everywhere!  We hope everyone enjoyed David 
Sirota’s trunk show last month.  His workshop was amazing.  There are plans in the works to 
have him return for another workshop.  Stay tuned.  I hear that everyone had a great time at 
the spring retreat in Kennebunk.  I hear lots of quilt making was happening.  I’m looking for-
ward to seeing some of your finished projects at Show and Tell!  Thank you, Phyllis Lauria, 
for continuing to chair this wonderful time of sharing.  If you have not attended one of our 
retreats, you are missing out.  See Phyllis to find out information for the fall retreat.  The 
Quilt Show gang has a meeting scheduled on 4/16/19.   Mary Wilkes will be here from Mich-
igan.  This starts the push towards the show September 27th and 28th.  They will need every-
one’s help and support to ensure another great show.  See Linda Lydecker to find out where 
you can help.  April is the month where the Nominating Committee presents the slate of nom-
inees for the election in May.  Bev Valle will share this year’s nominees with us at the April 
17th guild meeting.  We still have positions available for someone to be our Sunshine Chair 
and we need a New Member Greeter.  If you are interested in either position, please see me.  
Both are great ways for newer members to get involved.  We have great programs scheduled 
for the balance of this year.  Ronni Longwell has information regarding the programs and 
workshops available in this newsletter.  Workshops are filling up fast so don’t delay!  Phyllis 
Lauria will have more information about our 40th Jubilee Celebration.  She’s looking for vol-
unteers to help with planning, set-up and decorating.  Please see Phyllis if you have ideas or 
suggestions for the celebration.   MQX is coming April 10th, 11th and 12th. The ladies of the 
Travel Raffle Quilt have just about filled all the available slots.  However, if you plan on at-
tending the show, please consider stopping by the table and asking if you can help.  This is a 
great time for new members to meet established guild members.  There is lots more going on 
so make sure you read this newsletter, check out our website and Facebook pages.  And as 
always, if you have any questions, comments or suggestions I hope you will feel free to con-
tact me.    We have an amazing guild with talented members.  And I love hearing from you.  
Happy spring! 
Elizabeth Swan, President 
 



Diane Desjardins     dianedesjardins@comcast.net 
 
Please contact if you know of someone in need. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MVQ 40th Anniversary Jubilee! 
Come and celebrate the 40th anniversary of our amazing guild on Thursday, Decem-
ber 5, 2019!!! Join us for a night of delicious food and camaraderie as we commem-
orate 40 years of talent and creativity of the Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild. 
Founded in the summer of 1980, MVQ has been an inspirational home to creative 
minds   ded icated to the art of quilting. For our 40th Anniversary Jubilee, the Merri-
mack Valley QuiltersGuild will celebrate our love for quilting, honor our fellowship 
and recognize the generosity wehave shown to the nonprofit organizations to which 
we have donated through the years. 
The event will be held at DiBurro’s Function Facility in Haverhill, MA and will include 
a  delectable sit-down dinner, gifts, raffles and other surprises. You will not want to 
miss this  jubilant night of merriment and festivity! 
If you are a founding member of MVQ, please contact Phyllis Lauria 
(pmlauria@msn.com). 
If you are interested in volunteering to be on the Jubilee committee, please Let Phyl-
lis know. 

Let’s get this party started!!!! 



  
Programs 2019 
 

This month we welcome Linda Hahn and New York Beauty Simplified.  It should be a great presentation and workshop.  She is visit-
ing us from Florida so please come out and bring your friends.  We still have room in the workshop on Friday so if you’re interested, 
please let me know ASAP.  The supply list is attached.  Thank you to Ann Hockmeyer, Bev 
Vallee and Heather Shields who have volunteered to drive her around while she is here!  She 
also just came out with a new book – New York Beauty Electrified – so this should be very 
enjoyable and exciting!  I got a box in the mail from her this week and it is clearly stamped 
“No Peeking Allowed” ….  Hmmm – wonder what’s hiding in that box. 
May and June welcome Allison Wilbur and Cathy Graves respectively.  We will learn to do 
sashiko by machine and by hand with Allison and Red Barn will be vending that night as well 
with some of her beautiful fabrics.  Come hear a fabulous lecture on the quilts of Japan!  In 
June, Cathy Graves will be teaching metro rings – the contemporary double wedding ring quilt.  
If you’re interested, please let me know ASAP as she needs to order the rulers.  We have a 
great end to this Guild year! 
Due to popular demand from the March class, we will be inviting David Sirota back to teach 
the next workshop in the series – a scrappy Chevron star quilt.  More info to come as details 
get firmed up but we are looking at a date in August!!!!  Everyone brings their scrap pile and 
we share!  His class was amazing and his paper piecing technique is incredible.  He changed 
our lives!  So stay tuned.  If you missed the first workshop, he will review what we learned so 
you can still join us. 
Please remember that we would like quilts made in workshops to be finished and hung at our Quilt Show.  We will be handing out 
entry forms at the rest of the workshops this year or you can get one off of our website.  We need to share these fabulous programs 
and talent with the public!  Please note on the form that it is a workshop quilt, which class and the approximate size for hanging pur-
poses.  See Diane Kelley if you have any questions! 
 

Buffalo Bubblegum 
48” x 48” 
When choosing fabrics for this quilt, solids, “read” 
solid, tonals or batiks work best to hide the seams 
General Supplies: 
Pigma Pen - Brush Tip - Black 
Thread - Neutral color for top and bobbin 
Rotary cutter with sharp blade and mat 
9 1/2” square with bias line (I use Omnigrid) 
Scissors 
Pins 
Favorite marking pencil for drawing lines 
Kit - $28 - payable to instructor 
Includes: Re-useable paper piecing stencil for the 
arcs, foundation paper that can be left in the quilt, 
custom cut acrylic templates 

www.froghollowdesigns.com 
Note - This yardage does not add any “extra”. 
You may wish to purchase a little extra fabric 
just in case of mis-cuts, shrinkage, etc. and 
bring to class. 
Revise 

 

From Heather and Ronni: 
 
May is Allison Wilbur – Traditions of Japan and a workshop on hand 
and machine sashiko.  At the request of the participants, this workshop will remain on Saturday, May 25 th at West Church in Haver-
hill from 9:30 to 3:30.  A member has graciously agreed to house Allison while she is here but I know some volunteers may be need-
ed to take her out to dinner and entertain her on Friday.  I’ll keep you posted once I’ve spoken with her again.  
June is Kathy Graves who will be teaching Metro Rings, the modern version of the wedding ring quilt.  She will still be teaching on 
Saturday, June 22nd from 9:30 to 3:30 at West Church in Haverhill.  I will need a count for rulers very soon so please sign up this 

Teal Solid - 1/4 yard 
(2)! 5” x 5” squares 
(4)! 2 1/2” x 4 1/2” rectangles 
(2)! 6 1/2” squares cut in half on diagonal 
Teal Print - 1/4 yard 
(2)! 5” x 5” squares 

(4)! 2 1/2” x 4 1/2” rectangles 

(2)! 6 1/2” squares cut in half on diagonal 
Purple - 1/4 yard 
(20)! 4 1/2” squares 
Orange - 3/4 yard 
(100) ! 2 1/2” x 3 1/2” rectangles 
Small Gold Print - 1 1/4 yards 
(120)! 3” x 4” rectangles 

(8)! 8” squares 

Pink Print - 1 yard 

(12)! 2 1/2” x 4 1/2” 

(12)! 5” x 5” squares 
(2)! 6 1/2” squares cut in half on diagonal 
Magenta - 1 yard 
(12)! 2 1/2” x 4 1/2” 
(12)! 5” x 5” squares 
(2)! 6 1/2” squares cut in half on diagonal 
Lime Green - 1 1/2 yards 
(12)! 8” x 8” squares 

(8)! 5” x 5” squares 
Remainder will be cut at home for borders. 



 

MVQ TREASURER REPORT 
March 31, 2019   Gail Forthoffer/Heather Shields 

 
Assets: 

MVQ TREASURER REPORT 
March 31, 2019   Gail Forthoffer/Heather Shields 

 
Assets: 

 

 
Liabilities (Uncleared Transactions):                               -  $130.00  
 
Expenses: 
      
 Programs 1243.00  
 UFO Auction 248.51 
 Spring Retreat 3062.46 
 40th Anniversary Celebration 500.00 
  
   
   Total Expenses $   5053.97 
Income: 
  
 Spring Retreat 5983.00  
 UFO Auction 16.00 
 Program Income 490.00 
 Interest 0.39 
  
   Total Income $6489.39 
 
 
 
Liabilities (Uncleared Transactions):                               -  $130.00  
 
Expenses: 
      
 Programs 1243.00  
 UFO Auction 248.51 
 Spring Retreat 3062.46 
 40th Anniversary Celebration 500.00 
  
   
   Total Expenses $   5053.97 
Income: 
  
 Spring Retreat 5983.00  
 UFO Auction 16.00 
 Program Income 490.00 
 Interest 0.39 
  

Checking Balance  

Money Market  
Annuity as of 12/31/2018 

11714.57 

5,049.21 

16,901.50 

  

      

Ending Balance   $ 33,665.28 



 
 

 
 

April 18th, 2019 Linda Hahn – Frog Hollow Design – author, pattern designer and 
long arm quilter 
    New York Beauty State of Mind 
   
April 19th, 2019   Buffalo Bubblegum  
Friday Workshop  A New York Beauty Design    
 
 
May23rd, 2019   Alison Wilbur – Alison Wilbur Quilts 
    Japan:  Tradition and Inspiration  
 
    Additional Vendor:  Red Barn Quilts 
 May 25th, 2019   Hand and Machine Sashiko 
Workshop    
 
 
June 20th, 2019  Kathy Graves – Next Generation Quilting 
    Modern Quilting 
 
June 22rd, 2019  Metro Rings – A contemporary double wedding ring using the quick  
Workshop  curve ruler 
 

**  Workshops   $25 for members of MVQ and $35 for non-members  
Contact Ronni Longwell for more information – ronni.longwell@yahoo.com or (603)828-4769 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR RAFFLE QUILT IS ON THE MOVE 
MQX Quilt Festival is coming to Manchester April 11th, 12th, and 13th. We will need table sitters and 
whiter glovers. There will be a sign-up sheet at this month's meeting. Sign up early to get your favorite 
time. The website for the Festival is http://mqxshows.com. If you're thinking of taking a workshops, con-
sider some table time around that schedule. 
New members, if you have questions about this guild activity, feel free to con-
tact bettyhastings75@gmail.com or judy.naylor@gmail.com. We will gladly arrange a buddy for you. 
Thanks, 
Betty Hastings 

 

mailto:ronni.longwell@yahoo.com


MVQ Guild meeting minutes 2/21/19 

Call to order: 7:05 P.M. 

President’s Announcements 

The treasurer’s report submitted by Gail Forthoffer was accepted as circulated.  

Travel raffle quilt is going to MQX. Please sign up to sit with the quilt. 

Liz explained mailchimp for sending out bulk email.  

Guild meeting dates changed in May and October to May 23, 2019 and October 24, 2019. All functions are on our website in the 
calendar of events. 

Nominating committee – one more non-board member is needed to join the committee. 

Committee Announcements 

Programs – Ronni Longwell: Ronni thanked Carrie Zizza for her awesome class. Two seats left for David Sirota. Ronni talked about 
programs and workshops for the rest of the year. 

Quilt show special exhibit – Diane Kelley: The quilt show special exhibit will be member’s quilts made at workshops from the past 
two years. Let Diane know if you will hang one of these quilts in the show. 

Quilt show – Ann Hockmeyer: Wenonah Schwedler is stepping down as co-chair of the quilt show and Ann stepped in to take her 
place. There will be a quilt show board meeting Wednesday, April 17th at West Church at 6:30. Mary Wilkes will be there to run 
the meeting. Ann thanked new member Pat McBride as she has volunteered to be the vendor chair. She will be looking for help 
for the vendor committee. A volunteer needs to step forward to get the advertising for the show booklet. 

Quilt Show Challenge – Marianne Karp: This year’s challenge is the Rose of Sharon. Members who took fabric but decided not to 
use it can give it back to Marianne for others to use.  

Membership – Bev Valle: There were 67 members in attendance and 11 guests. There are a total of 134 members in the guild. 

Raffles won by guest Linda King, Michelle Maurice, and Layne Rando. 

Nominating Committee: Bev Valle talked about the needs for the nominating committee. She is looking for one more non-board 
member to join the committee. Beth McCloskey volunteered. 

No fabric raffle tonight. 

Tonight was the UFO Auction. A big thank you goes out to Stacy Caruso and Sue Spinelli for chairing the auction. Great job!  

Meeting adjourned: 8:58 PM  

Respectfully submitted, 
Jamie Ruh, Secretary 



MVQ Guild meeting minutes 3/21/19 

Call to order: 7:05 P.M. 

President’s Announcements 

Liz Swan:  

Guild meeting minutes for January are accepted as circulated. 

Treasurer’s report is accepted as circulated. 

Committee positions are available: 
The newsletter is going to be run by Mary Stobbs (chair) and Ann Stobbs (vice-chair).  

Looking for someone to chair the 2020 quilt show. The new chair chooses a theme for the quilt show. 

Looking for someone to chair the 2021 raffle quilt. It is a voting position on the board. Cathy Harnisch (vice-chair) and Carol Sulli-
van (chair) volunteered for the positions. 

The first quilt show meeting is April 17th, 6:30, Room 201 at West Congregational Church in Haverhill. Liz reminded us that all 
members are required to volunteer two hours of their time for the show. All are welcome to attend the meeting. Looking for 
someone to volunteer to do the advertisement for the booklet. 

If there are some items you didn’t pick up at the auction but paid for, see Liz. 

Committee Announcements 

Programs – Ronni Longwell: There are two seats open for David Sirota‘s workshop at West Church. Ronni talked about the help 
she needs with next speakers. Ronni is missing a white board if anyone has seen it. 

Travel Raffle Quilt – Betty Hastings: We only have MQX to show our travel quilt April 11, 12, 13. Help is needed. She and Judy 
Naylor are trying to find other venues to show the travel raffle quilt if you have any suggestions. Betty asked if members would be 
willing to take books of raffle tickets to sell.  

Museum Representative – Betty Hastings: Looking for someone to take Betty’s place as representative to New England Quilt Mu-
seum. There are many benefits to this job. The chair would attend two meetings a year. 

40th Jubilee -– Phyllis Lauria: The Jubilee is December 5th. It will be at DiBurro’s. She is looking for volunteers to help plan it.  

White Elephant for Quilt Show – Angie Cyr: In need of fat quarters and yardage of fabric and books for White Elephant. 

Raffle Quilt – Lin Caiado and Ann Hockmeyer: Lin and Ann show the red and white quilt top for the 2020 raffle quilt. Lin thanked 
everyone for their help in making it. Carrie Zizza has agreed to quilt it. 

UFO Auction – Stacey Caruso: $2451 was raised at the auction. Stacey and Sue Spinelli have signed up to chair and co-chair the 
auction next year. Let’s make it bigger and better next year! 

Membership – Bev Valle: There were 65 members in attendance, 2 guests, and 1 new member: Cathy Lockett. There are a total of 
135 members in the guild. If you have not picked up your membership card, see Bev. 

Raffles won by Jeanne Elliott, Lin Caiado, Carol Sullivan, and Shirley Reed. 

Nominating Committee – Bev Valle: Still looking for a president.  

Tonight’s program is by David Sirota. 

Meeting adjourned: 9:04 PM  

Respectfully submitted,     
Jamie Ruh, Secretary 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Let’s 
Face It!” There will be 2 demo’s, times are 6:20 
and 6:40. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 27th and 
28th- New Hope 
Church in Newburyport 

 

 

The 2019-2020 membership forms will be available on the 
website in May, and at the May and June meetings for members to re-
new their memberships.  In September, one lucky member will be 
chosen to receive a free membership if her form and fee are received 
by the June 20th meeting.  As a reminder, membership forms need to 
be in, or mailed to Bev Valle postmarked by Sunday June 30, 2019 to 
be eligible to hang a quilt in the September 2019 Quilt Show. 

Thank you. 

The Membership Committee 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where can I find: 
Quilt-quality fabric?   Needles?   
Pins? 
Patterns?  Interfacing?  Muslin? 
108” fabric?  Flannel?  Discounts? 
Art Greeting Cards?  Templates?  
Cutters?  Olfa Mats?  Rulers?  
Books? 

http://
AtQuiltersQuar-
ters.blogspot.com 
59 North Street Georgetown MA 01833 
‘Just 2 doors north of Perley School’ 

: https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/ 
 Now open! 

Stop by and 
become inspired 
to create your 
own work of art! 
• Over 4,500 bolts of fabric! 
• Large selection of books, patterns and 
notions 
• Classes for beginner to the advanced 
quilter 
• Authorized Janome Sewing Machine 
dealer 
(978) 346-9292 
www.redbarnonline.com • 
redbarn@redbarnonline.com 

116 West Main Street, Rte. 110 Merri-
mac, MA 01860 
Tuesday–Friday 9–5, Saturday 9–4 
Follow I-495 to exit 52. Take Rt. 110 east and go 2.3 

 

https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/


Next Meeting   April 18th 
Necco Technology Building 
Doors open at 6:00  
 
 

Jeanne Elliott            
QuiltsEtc@aol.com 
 
 
 Beginning Tole 

Painting                  
 Beginning quilt-

ing 
 Professional quilt-

ing of your quilts!        

Quilting by Catherine         
.Hand Guided 
 Long Arm Machine Quilting 
 Custom Quilting 
  

 Edge to edge 
 Binding 
 Basting for Hand Quilting 

http://cquilts.wordpress.com/ 

 603-490-0165    978-682-0165 

Catherine-Quilts@comcast.net       Methuen 

   

REFRESHMENTS: 
M through R 
 


