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February 2018 

February 15th 
UFO Auction- Bid High, Bid Often! 
 
Bring Yummy Goodies to Eat 

Happy Valentines Day!  It’s been a long, cold winter and I’m running low on 
chocolate.  I’m hoping my valentine will replenish my stash.  We all know 
chocolate and quilting go together. 
Thank you, Heather Shields, Mary Wilkes and Terry Palardy for sharing your 
quilt journeys with us.  I love journeys because the guild gets a chance to 
learn a little bit about you and see your creative talents.  You did a terrific job, 
ladies, and I am blessed to call you my quilt sisters.  If you have not done so 
already, please consider presenting your journey next year.  It is a lot of fun 
and an opportunity to share. 
Next up is the UFO Auction!  Another one of my favorites (wait, I think they 
are all my favorites)!  The auction date is February 15th.  Bring your cash 
stash and raise your bidding paddles high!  There will not be a Sew and 
Know, Show and Tell, Door Prizes or Fabric Drawing for this meeting.  How-
ever, please bring a snack for the hospitality table.  The meeting will start at 
7:00 pm with a very short business meeting so that we can jump right into the 
bidding.  Minda Fowler and her committee will be collecting items on Febru-
ary 10th starting at 9 am at Byfield Parish Church, Georgetown.  Call Minda at 
978-352-2839 if you have any questions.   
Don’t forget the Vintage and Vogue, Not Just Fabric Blow Out Sale. The event is being held 
in Nashua on February 8, 9, and 10. If you are planning to attend, could you get in touch with 
Betty Hastings or Judy Naylor about volunteering some time to 
sit with our current raffle quilt, “Upon A Painted Sea”.  There are 
still openings available on Thursday and Friday and Ann Hock-
meyer might like some company on Saturday.  Let us know how 
you liked the event.  If you know of any other events where we 
could bring our raffle quilt, please let Betty and Judy know. 
Thank you, 
Elizabeth Swan, President                



Diane Desjardins     dianedesjardins@comcast.net 
 
Please contact if you know of someone in need. 

This was Sue Harnden ‘s recipe  
2 cups sugar 
2 eggs 
2tsp almond extract 
 
2 cups flour 
 
Sliced almonds 
Confectioners sugar 
 
Cream together first 4 ingredients, beat till fluffy 
Stir in flour 
Spread in Pam sprayed jelly roll pan 15/10 
Sprinkle with almonds 
Bake @ 350 degree oven for 30 min. May need a little longer 
Cut into squares while hot  
Dust with confectioners sugar  

 

The Raffle Quilt will be at the Holiday Inn in 
Nashua on February 8,9 and 10 
At the Not just Fabric Blowout Sale 
 
 
If you do- contact Betty Hastings or Judy Naylor.    

 ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ .ƭƻŎƪǎ- ²Ŝ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ пр ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 .ŜǾ ŀƴŘ [Lƴ 



Theme: Stellar 
Co-Chairs: Mary Wilkes, Winonah Schedler 
Location: Hope Church, Newburyport 

2018 Quilt Show Challenge 
 

This year’s quilt show theme is “STELLARò and our current raffle quilt is a storm at sea, 
done in an appropriate water themed colorway. I’ve decided to tie the two ideas together to 
form the challenge. The challenge is to make a quilt 18” x 18” (size matters for display 
purposes) that reflects the emotion of the poem “SEA FEVER”. It can be an overall inter-
pretation or one that represents just a single line from the poem. This beautiful poem has 
much symbolism and I think you will find it an interesting and fun one to work on. I will 
provide the poem analysis which explains it more clearly at the 
January meeting. The quilts are due on Thursday, Septem- ber 
27th. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions.  
 
Thank you, Ann Hockmeyer. 
 
 

Quilt Show 2018 update 
 
I'm so excited about this years show.  I have a wonderful, talented group of ladies helping me.  You can check out who is do-
ing what on this years committee via our guilds website. 
 
In addition to boutique, white elephant, quilt show, vendors, penny raffle, challenge quilts, special exhibit and demonstrations 
the show will include a workshop and scissor sharpener.  Shaun Keefe from Razor Sharp will be available on Saturday, 9/29 
only from 10 to 2.  He quoted me $10 per scissors.  Our workshop is with Beth Helfter of EvaPaige Quilt Designs.  She will 
be doing two, 3 hour workshops on Friday 9/28 and one, 3 hour workshop on Saturday, 9/29.  The cost to members is $30 and 
non-members $40.  A sign up sheet for the workshops will be available at our meeting on February 15th.  Payment will be due 
at the time of sign up and is non-refundable.  We will be opening up the workshop to non-members at the MQX show in April 
where a sign up sheet will be available at the raffle quilt table. 
 
The committee will be making ribbons this year and the samples that I saw were wonderful.  Ribbon making will take place 
on March 3rd at West Congregational Church in Haverhill 9:30 am to 2 pm.  Volunteers to assist in making them is needed.   
See Pat Lucey's informational statement under the home tab on the MVQ website.    
 
Also, the kitchen staff is updating the menu.  Hot Dogs will be available on Thursday only during set up.  For the show the 
plan is for corn chowder, chili, salad with pita, chicken salad and tuna salad in a wrap or croissant.  It will still be as yummy as 
last years food.   
 
Just a reminder as a member of the guild the bylaws state each member will do 2 hours of volunteer time for the show.  Linda 
Lydecker will again be signing up volunteers.  Also, Jane Hamel will be taking over demonstrations.  If you have something 
you'd like to demonstrate please contact her.  Now is the time to start planning what you would like to share.  It will be all 
hands on deck for this years show. 
 
Mary Wilkes 
 



Sew and Know 
No Sew and Know at the UFO Auc-
tion 

¶ March 3- 9:30 to about 2:00 
¶ West Congregational Church   Park in front- Go in the Office Door 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bring a small sewing kit- needle- pins sharp small  
scissors and thread. 
 
 
 
Sign ups will be at the UFO Auction: 
This will fulfill your 2 Hour commitment for the Quilt Show as required as 
a  member. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 15th, 2018  UFO 
 
February 17th, 2018  Carol Robinson – Collages 
Workshop 
 
 
March 15th, 2018  Pam Weeks – New England Quilt Museum         
    What’s New About Jane Stickle 
 
March 17th, 2018                   Strings and Bits – Fun with Scrap Quilts 
Workshop 
 
 
April 19th, 2018   Rose Ann Hunter – Newburyport Artisan 
    Folk Art – Historic Techniques from the early 1800’s 
 
April 21st, 2018   Wool Pincushions and Knitted Con-
fetti Bag  
Workshop 
 
 
May 10th, 2018   Bonne Lyn McCaffery   
    Portrait Quilts 
 
May 11, 2018   Photographs by Bonnie – scheduled on an in-
dividual basis 
 
May 12th, 2018   Painted Face for Beginners 
Workshop 
 
 
June 21st, 2018   RaNae Merrill – RaNae Merrill Quilt 
Design 
    Magnificent Spiral Mandala Quilts  
    
June 22rd, 2018   Magic Mirror Mandala Quilt 
Friday Workshop 
 
June 23rd, 2018 
Saturday Workshop  Free Motion Mastery in A Month 

 



Minutes from the January 18, 2018 MVQ Meeting 
Presidents Announcements: 
Liz asked if there were any corrections that needed to be made to the secretary report from December.  
None were made, and the minutes were approved as circulated. 
 
Liz asked if there were any questions about the treasurerôs report.  A member asked for an accounting of 
last year's raffle quilt earnings.  The president will follow up on this with the treasurer.  After the discussion 
with no more questions being asked the treasurers report was approved.  
 
Liz talked about volunteerism and how rewarding it can be.  It is her intent to celebrate our volunteers that 
do so much for our guild.  To emphasize that commitment she recognized the committee that worked on 
this yearôs raffle quilt with a Storm at Sea Pin.  Without our volunteers the guild would not exist.  So please 
consider volunteering. 
 
Last yearôs comfort quilt recipients Kulea sent a picture of the children who have started to receive our do-
nated quilts.  Each time they ship a quilt it costs them $200 so Liz has donated money she earned from 
quilting the Kulea quilts to the organization in the name of the Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild. 
 
The UFO Auction will take place at our February meeting.  If you did not donate tonight contact Minda for 
alternative donation opportunities.  You can also bring your donation to the sorting workshop on February 
10th at 9am Byfield Parish Church in Georgetown. 
 
The guild received thank you notes from Maris House, Pettengill House and Neighbors Helping Newborns. 
 
Last yearôs Raffle Quilt Committee was presented with thank you ñStorm at Seañ charms. 
 
Committee Announcements: 
Programs ï Ronnie Longwell gave an overview of upcoming programs and workshops.  Bonnie McCafferty 
will be here in May.  If you would like a professional photograph taken let Ronnie know.   
Bonnie will be doing photos on Friday, May 18th, in Andover.  There is still room available for Rose Ann 
Hunter's class in April.  Rose Ann is an artist from Newburyport.  Attending her workshop is one way to 
show support for local artists.  She will have two areas set up, one is a wool pincushion and the other for 
knitting.  In February Carol Robinson will be doing an Animal Workshop.  Carol gave a brief overview on 
what will be needed for her workshop. It will be held at Atkinson Congregational Church. Supply list on back 
table. Laura Heine is doing a workshop, need fat1/4 size black line drawing, Steam-A-Seam Light 2 yards, 
pattern ease interfacing to trace on, 3 yards fabric and focus fabric. 
A reminder that Aunt Mary's Quilt shop in Derry holds an open sew for members on the first Saturday of 
each month.  
Edyta Sitar is coming in 2020 and has a block of the month going on her website.  It would be fun to make 
her BOM or another pattern to share with her then. 
 
Sew and Know ï Maggie Judd needs more members to volunteer to do a sew and know.  Because of the 
UFO auction next month there will be no Sew and Know in February. 
 
Quilt Show ï Mary Wilkes gave a quick review of the show.  She thanked Marianne Karp for stepping up to 
take over chairing the vendor responsibility.  Jane Hamel volunteered to be the demonstration chairperson 
this year; thank you so much.  In addition to the usual activities of the show three workshops with Beth 
Helfter and knife sharpening with Shaun Keefe have been added. 
Quilt Challenge ï Ann Hockmeyer shared the requirements for this yearôs challenge 
based on the poem Sea Fever by John Masefield.  Quilt should be no bigger than 26 X 
26 inches.  A copy of the poem and an analysis of it is available at the information table 
in the lobby.  There will be cash prizes awarded for first through third. There will be de-
tailed labeling instructions. 
Membership Report by Mary Kendal. 74 members tonight, and 1 new member. 
Fabric Raffle won by Ginette Lavoie. 
Door Prizes won by Margaret, Kathy, and Ann. 
Program -Journeys with Heather Shields, Mary Wilkes, and Terry Palardy. 
Respectfully submitted by 
Kim Blanchard, Secretary 



 
 

MVQ TREASUER REPORT 
January 31, 2018   Gail Forthoffer/Heather Shields 

 
Assets: 

 
Liabilities: 

 
 

  
 
Expenses: 
 Quilt Show 825.00 
 Refreshments  26.88 
 Insurance 250.00 
   
   Total Expenses $1,001.88 
 
Income: 
 Program Income 50.00 
  
   
   Total Income $50.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ for families of developmentally disabled children : COMMUNITY CROSSROADS 
¶ Size; 36  by 44 to 48- quilted not tied 
 
ALSO: 
Homeless shelter for veterans- Liberty House-  Twin Size .We will present 2 quilts at the  
February meeting 
 
 

Checking Balance  

Money Market  
Annuity as of 12/31/2017 

13,633.49 

5,043.33 

16,409.22 

Total $35,086.04 

 Uncleared Transactions -  3,589.00   

Ending Balance   $31,497.04 



 
 
  

 
 
   

Program News 
 

At this month’s meeting, Liberty House will be visiting for a short time so speak about 
the homeless shelter for veterans that we are making comfort quilts for.  It should be 
very informative and eye-opening.  While I am giving them two quilts to take back 
with them, the rest you are making will be held until after the Quilt Show. 

 
The February collage workshop is full – thank you!  The class time will be 10-2 at the 

Atkinson Congregational Church.  Please pay at the February meeting if you signed 
up via email – cost is $10.  Carol Robinson will be sending out an email soon to all 
attendees with final details. 

 
If you would still like a photo session with Bonnie McCaffery, she asks that you sign 

up on her website instead of through me.  We already have two members scheduled 
and she would love a few more.  She is an extremely talented photographer as well 
as quilter, so check out her website for details.  Bonniemccaffery.com/photography/ 

 
March and April workshops – Pam Weeks, curator of the NEQM and Rose Ann 

Hunter, Newburyport fiber artist,  will be held at Aunt Mary’s Quilting Studio in 
Derry, NH.  Thank you Mary!  Pam Weeks’ scrap quilt class will run 10 to 4 and 
Rose Ann Hunter’s wool pin cushions from 10 to 2 or 3.  Rose Ann will provide the 
wool kit for $10 and should have enough to make two pin cushions.  Only basic 
sewing supplies needed.  See workshop supply list for Pam Weeks.  

 
Remember that the first Saturday of each month is free open sew at Aunt Mary’s Quilt-

ing Studio in Derry.  This month, we had 6 ladies gathered together and had a great 
time.  You can work on comfort quilts or any project of your choice.  And yes, there 
were homemade brownies right out of the oven!  Yum! 

 
And a final reminder to check last month’s newsletter if you interested in attending 

Bonnie Hunter’s lecture at the Amoskeag Quilt 
Guild in May. 

 

See you soon, 
Thanks, 

Ronni Longwell 

Nancy Dempsey 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where can I find: 
Quilt-quality fabric?   Needles?   
Pins? 
Patterns?  Interfacing?  Muslin? 
108ò fabric?  Flannel?  Discounts? 
Art Greeting Cards?  Templates?  
Cutters?  Olfa Mats?  Rulers?  
Books? 

http://
AtQuiltersQuar-
ters.blogspot.com 
59 North Street Georgetown MA 01833 
óJust 2 doors north of Perley Schoolô 

: https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/ 
 Now open! 

https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/


Next Meeting   February 15th 
Necco Technology Building 
Doors open at 6:00  
 
REFRESHMENTS S through W 

Jeanne Elliott            
QuiltsEtc@aol.com 
 
 
¶ Beginning Tole 

Painting                  
¶ Beginning quilt-

ing 
¶ Professional quilt-

ing of your quilts!        

vǳƛƭǝƴƎ ōȅ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ         
ΦHand Guided  
¶ Long Arm Machine Quilting  
¶ Custom Quilting  
¶  

¶ Edge to edge  
¶ Binding  
¶ Basting for Hand Quilting  
ƘǧǇΥκκŎǉǳƛƭǘǎΦǿƻǊŘǇǊŜǎǎΦŎƻƳκ 

 сло-пфл-лмср    фту-сун-лмср 

/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ-vǳƛƭǘǎϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘ       aŜǘƘǳŜƴ 

   


