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January 18th 
Journeys- 
3 of our members will tell the stories of 
their Quilting Lives 

Happy New Year!!   
I am looking forward to 2018.  MVQG has so many wonderful things coming 
up.  The Quilt Show committee is underway and has some new and wonderful 
ideas for this years show.  Our January guild meeting features the journeys of 
three of our members.  This is one of my favorite programs of the year.  It is 
an opportunity to get to know these members and how quilting has affected 
their lives.  February is the UFO auction.  Another one of my favorite pro-
grams.  If you have UFO’s or supplies to donate, please bring them to the Jan-
uary meeting or contact Minda Fowler to arrange a drop off time.  The rest of 
the year is filled with wonderful programs and workshops thanks to Ronni 
Longwell and her committee. 
My message for 2018 will be about volunteerism.  All members are required 
to give two hours of their time to the quilt show every year.  However, this is 
not the only area where your time and talents are needed.  Our guild functions 
on volunteers and would not be able to continue without members stepping up 
to donate their time.  And it’s fun!  Our members are wonderful people who 
are waiting to welcome you into our group of active volunteers.  There are 
many areas, large and small, where you can do something 
for your guild.  Just ask us; we will be very happy to point 
you to an area that will interest you and work for you.  I 
look forward to talking with you and sharing plans and 
ideas for MVQG in 2018 and beyond. 
 

Elizabeth Swan, President 



Diane Desjardins     dianedesjardins@comcast.net 
 
Please contact if you know of someone in need. 

 

 

Do you know of a location where we could dis-
play our raffle quilt and sell raffle tickets? 
 
 
 
If you do- contact Betty Hastings or Judy 
Naylor.    

 LAST CALL FOR NEXT YEAR'S RAFFLE QUILT BLOCKS! 
  
Blocks are due at the January meeting.  The specifics are: 
8 1/2 inch unfinished block, which will be set on point. 
Please, no batiks. 
No beige or off white backgrounds. 
Use white for background, if your block has a background. 
Use bright colors. 
Use any block design.  
Block may be pieced, paper pieced, or appliqued. 
  
Thank you from the committee - Lin Caiado and Bev Valle 



Theme: Stellar 
Co-Chairs: Mary Wilkes, Winonah Schedler 
Location: Hope Church, Newburyport 
 
We will be making the award ribbons this year. 
More info to come- will be a workshop.  
 

2018 Quilt Show Challenge 
 

This year’s quilt show theme is “STELLAR” and our current raffle quilt is a storm at sea, 
done in an appropriate water themed colorway. I’ve decided to tie the two ideas together to 
form the challenge. The challenge is to make a quilt 18” x 18” (size matters for display 
purposes) that reflects the emotion of the poem “SEA FEVER”. It can be an overall inter-
pretation or one that represents just a single line from the poem. This beautiful poem has 
much symbolism and I think you will find it an interesting and fun one to work on. I will 
provide the poem analysis which explains it more clearly at the January meeting. The 
quilts are due on Thursday, September 27th. Please feel free to contact me if you have ques-
tions.  
 
Thank you, Ann Hockmeyer. 
 

Sea Fever   By JOHN MASEFIELD 
 
I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky, 
And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by; 
And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song and the white sail’s shaking, 
And a grey mist on the sea’s face, and a grey dawn breaking. 
  
I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide 
Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied;  
And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying, 
And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying. 
  
I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life, 
To the gull’s way and the whale’s way where the wind’s like a whetted knife; 
And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover, 
And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick’s over. 
 



 
 
 
 

.December Meeting Update  
Well we’d say the December meeting was a huge success. Lots of deli-
cious foods, couple ugly sweaters, tremendous outpouring of support 
for our cause Newborns in Need and Pettingil House in Salisbury. 
Which were both blown away by our wealth of donations to those in 
need. And probably about 95 percent participation in our brown bag 
swap. Lots of unique and wonderful items made by our members. So all 
in all a great year end celebration had by all.  
 
Gail W and crew  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Members, 
Please remember to start collecting for our UFO auction this 
winter.  You can bring your items to the Guild meeting and see 
Minda Fowler about taking them to the collection 
site.  Minda’s home phone number is 978-352-2839 if you need 
more information.  Thank you. 

Sew and Know 
Basting from behind technique of Appliqueing! 
Learn from the master: Maggie Judd! 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
January  18th, 2018  Journeys         No Workshop 
 
 
February 15th, 2018  UFO 
 
February 17th, 2018  Carol Robinson – Collages 
Workshop 
 
 
March 15th, 2018  Pam Weeks – New England Quilt Museum         
    What’s New About Jane Stickle 
 
March 17th, 2018                   Strings and Bits – Fun with Scrap Quilts 
Workshop 
 
 
April 19th, 2018   Rose Ann Hunter – Newburyport Artisan 
    Folk Art – Historic Techniques from the early 1800’s 
 
April 21st, 2018   Wool Pincushions and Knitted Confetti Bag  
Workshop 
 
 
May 10th, 2018   Bonne Lyn McCaffery   
    Portrait Quilts 
 
May 11, 2018   Photographs by Bonnie – scheduled on an individual ba-
sis 
 
May 12th, 2018   Painted Face for Beginners 
Workshop 
 
 
June 21st, 2018   RaNae Merrill – RaNae Merrill Quilt Design 
    Magnificent Spiral Mandala Quilts  
    
June 22rd, 2018   Magic Mirror Mandala Quilt 
Friday Workshop 
 
June 23rd, 2018 
Saturday Workshop  Free Motion Mastery in A Month 

 
 
 
 
 



Minutes of December 7, 2017 MVQ Meeting 
 
 
Call to Order= Time 7:25pm (after everyone went to buffet table) 
 
Liz Swan called to order 

 Announced that the 6pm-7pm Sew and Know would be willing to do a website tour if anyone want-
ed to learn more about navigating the MVQ web site. Liz asked for a show of hands and only a 
few were raised. 

 
Liz asked if there were any corrections that needed to be made to the treasurer’s report posted in 

the November newsletter. None were made, and a motion was made to accept the treasurers 
report as posted in the newsletter. Motion made by Diane Desjardins and seconded by Mary 
Wilkes. Unanimously passed. 

 
   Minutes from last guild meeting as posted in the newsletter. No one had any      corrections. Mo-

tion to pass made by Betty Hastings and seconded by Anita    Schwechhemer. Unanimously 
passed. 

 
Committee Reports 
 

Programs = Ronni Longwell Thank you Gail Wozniak for chairing tonight’s Christmas party. Bonnie 
McCaffery who is doing portrait quilts in April will discontinue class in future and needs exact head 
count for kits so see Ronni at break. 

 
Raffle Quilt = Bev Valle Thank you for bringing in blocks, looking wonderful; handouts are available 

at table for directions. 8 1/2 unfinished block, bright colors, no batiks, set on point, white back-
ground, and due at January meeting. 

 
VP Charity Quilts/ Quilt Show = Mary Wilkes, Quilt show committee almost put together but need 

someone to do Venders and Penny Raffle. Theme is Stellar. Quilt show meeting January 11th at 
6:30 pm. Considering enhancing show by adding scissor sharpening for $10 a pair, and brining in 
a quilt appraiser, Gerald Roy. 

 
Guild Retreats = Marianne Karp, two retreats per year Phyllis Lauria and Sue Spinelli will be now 

heading that up. Andrea Bursaw and Sue Molin will be stepping down and thank you for all the 
dedication and hard work. 

 
Finish eating and clean up. 

Raffle tickets = Nancy Dempsey, Pink tickets 1st winner Barbara Black, 2nd winner Terry Palardy, 
3rd winner Sue Spinelli. Hold on to pink tickets will be used for drawing later tonight.  

 
Membership = Diane Desjardins, 75 members tonight, 1 guest Dottie Anderson, 1 new member 

Katie McGhallen 
 

Raffle Drawing 1st winner Shirley Reed, 2nd winner Liz Swan, 3rd winner ?, the 4th winner ?, last 
winner is Betty Hastings. 

 
Show and tell, gift exchange, and clean up 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:45pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kim Blanchard, Secretary 



 
 
 

MVQ TREASUER REPORT 
December 31, 2017   Gail Forthoffer/Heather Shields 

 
Assets: 

 
Liabilities: 

 

 
  

 
Expenses: 
 Program / Meeting  
  Refreshments  88.50 
  Door Prizes 154.67 
 Spring Retreat Deposit 300.00 
  
   Total Expenses $543.17 
 
Income: 
 Membership 1,385.00 
 Program 2.13 
   
   Total Income $1,387.13 
 

 
 
 
 

 For families of developmentally disabled children : COMMUNITY CROSSROADS 
 Size; 36  by 44 to 48- quilted not tied 
 
 
 
ALSO: 
Homeless shelter for veterans- Liberty House-  Twin Size 
 
 
NOTE: if you need a receipt for any donation, contact Gail F. for a form 

 

Checking Balance  

Money Market  
Annuity as of 6/30/2017 

14,685.37 

5,042.51 

16,166.53 

Total $35,894.41 

 Uncleared Transactions -  1,080.88   

Ending Balance   $34,813.53 



 
 
  
 
 
   

This month is one of our favorite programs – Journeys.  We have three wonderful and talented members 
who will share their stories and quilts with you.  I know you will enjoy every minute of this program!  
And please bring your items for the UFO auction in February.  Another annual favorite coordinated by 
Minda Fowler. 

I hope everyone enjoyed this year’s Christmas meeting and dinner.  It was a great evening and thank you 
to Gail Wozniak and her elves for putting this together for us!   

The February workshop with Carol Robinson is full and we’re all very excited!  That workshop will be 
held at Atkinson Congregational Church with Shirley Reed hosting.  Carol will speak about the workshop 
at the January meeting.  Thank you Carol! 

Mary Kendall is offering an “Open Sew” at her studio, Aunt Mary’s Quilt Shop in Derry, NH, on the first 
Saturday of each month from 10 to 2 beginning this Saturday.  There is no charge for MVQ members.   A 
few of us are working on her beautiful BOM but you can use that time to work on a charity quilt or any 
project of your choice.  It is a fun and cozy environment so please consider joining us for some sewing 
time and many laughs!!!  It’s a great way to work on those projects while surrounded by friends and fab-
ric!   There can never be too much fabric, right?  Please see Mary at the membership table if you have 
questions or need directions. 

A note that Bonnie Hunter will be speaking at the Amoskeag Quilt Guild on Thursday, May 17th at 7:00 
pm.  Admission is $10 and the location is Emmanuel Baptist Church, 14 Mammoth Road, Hooksett, NH.  
This is usually our meeting night but because of the room issue we had last year, our meeting with Bon-
nie McCaffery is on May 10th instead so this works out perfectly.  Her lecture topic is String Fling and 
she is a fantastic speaker.  Unfortunately both of her workshops are full, but the lecture is worth the trip if 
you can make it.  Check out Amoskeag’s website for any further details.  FYI – I did call her and ask her 
to stay another couple of days and do a workshop for us but she declined.  She said she is sticking to her 
schedules in the interest of her family and busy career.  I totally respect that!  She is a very busy lady. 

There are openings in all of our workshops so please stop by the table and sign up.  In particular, Rose 
Ann Hunter’s class needs more participants for the workshop.  She is a Newburyport artisan and it is im-
portant that we support the community that hosts our quilt show!  So please give that one some thought.  
We also don’t have many opportunities to take a class with Bonnie McCaffery (this is her last portrait 
class) and RaNae Merrill for $25.  Bring a non-member friend for just $35.  And as always, Pam Weeks 
scrap workshop will be a fun time to use up some of that stash!  Hope to see you at the sign up table this 
month! 

Thank you all for your great support of programs this year!   

Ronni Longwell, Chair and Nancy Dempsey, Vice Chair 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where can I find: 
Quilt-quality fabric?   Needles?   
Pins? 
Patterns?  Interfacing?  Muslin? 
108” fabric?  Flannel?  Discounts? 
Art Greeting Cards?  Templates?  
Cutters?  Olfa Mats?  Rulers?  
Books? 

http://
AtQuiltersQuar-
ters.blogspot.com 
59 North Street Georgetown MA 01833 
‘Just 2 doors north of Perley School’ 

: https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/ 
 Now open! 

https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/


Next Meeting   January 18th 
Necco Technology Building 
Doors open at 6:00  
 
REFRESHMENTS M through R 

Jeanne Elliott            
QuiltsEtc@aol.com 
 
 
 Beginning Tole 

Painting                  
 Beginning quilt-

ing 
 Professional quilt-

ing of your quilts!        

Quilting by Catherine         
.Hand Guided 
 Long Arm Machine Quilting 
 Custom Quilting 
  

 Edge to edge 
 Binding 
 Basting for Hand Quilting 
http://cquilts.wordpress.com/ 

 603-490-0165    978-682-0165 

Catherine-Quilts@comcast.net       Methuen 

   


