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Merrimack Valley Quilting Guild
Celebrating 34 years of encouraging the art of quilting in the Merrimack Valley. MVQ was established in 1980.

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S AG E
MVQ President’s Message for the Newsletter – October 2013

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2013-14
President:
Bev Valle

Vice– Presid ent
Lin Caiado

Secretary:
Jan Taylor

Treasurer AP:
Jody Pellecchia

What a great start to the quilting year! There are many opportunities
the guild offers, from making one block for the new raffle quilt to
making a quilt for our comfort quilt project! Visit the blog at
mvquilters.org to see all the fun things you can do in the next few
months. There are also some opportunities to help the guild, especially working on the quilt show. Step up and lend a hand…we will
all appreciate your offer.
We will be taking a vote at the October meeting on the proposed bylaw changes and general membership information changes. If you
have not had a chance to review these proposals, you can do so by
finding them on the blog.
I am looking forward to hearing our October speaker, Jerri McKee
from Moonlight Designs. The workshop will be fantastic, making a
jacket that fits, and just in time for winter!
See you at the meeting October 17th! Bev Valle

Treasurer AR:
Janet Gillis

To reach any committee,
please address correspondence to
MVQ Guild
PO Box 566
Haverhill. MA 01831
Newsletter items must be
in to me by the 1st of
each month:
Pat.lucey@verizon.net

October 17th
Jerry McKee “Boutique Quality Sweatshirt Jackets
Workshop: Sat, 10/19 Quilted sweatshirt & fitting instructions
By-law voting will be done by paper ballot:
You will receive one when you sign in– Vote as soon as possible.
They will be collected and tallied at the meeting. This will be done
ONLY at the October meeting.

We dare you
We dare you to make this years’ Mystery Quilt! Yes, you will have to do some
thinking about your quilt design. Yes, you might even learn something new. We
dare you …
We promise it won’t be too hard – how hard can a panel be? We promise not to
make you do too much work over the holidays. We promise to help you over the
phone, or at one of the library sew-ins. You might even like it enough to do it
again.
We promise you’ll love your finished quilt.
So, we dare you … Jan Taylor, Cathy Harnisch and Carol Sullivan
Information is on the blog.
The UFO Challenge rules and form have been sent for posting on the MVQ Blog.
There is an entry fee of $2 per MVQ member participating , due when the entry form is submitted.
This will become the prize handed out in June. Forms are due in by the January meeting and the
UFO's must be seen by Ann or Mary by the May meeting. (double credit for UFO's seen in the Quilt show.
A few extra sets of rules/forms will be available at the meetings; please try to print your own off the Blog
to save on costs.

Program 2013-2014
December 5

Follow that Star-Holiday Potluck & Gift
Exchange

Star light Bazaar– Reserve a table –10% of proceeds goes
to President’s Charity.

January 16

Susan Richard’s “My Crazy Journey”

Workshop: Sat 1/18 More crazy quilting with Susan

February 20, 2014

UFO Auction

March 20, 2014

Pam Weeks; Civil War Soldiers Quilts

Workshop: Sat 3/22 Quilts for Civil War Soldiers and
how to make them.

April 17, 2014

Michele Kinkaid “Art Quilts”

Workshop; Sat April 19 Poppies, an Art Quilt-

May 15, 2014

Cathy Miller, the Singer Quilter “One
Stitch at a Time”

Workshop: Hand Mola– reverse applique from the Kuna
Tribe in Panama

June 20, 2014

“Sally Palmer Field, New England Quilter by Judy Buswick

Gladi Porsche An award winning quilter from NH shares one of her “commandme nts of quilting”:
“Quilt for your own pleasure, for the sheer love of it, (particularly if quilting is not a business
for you) and don’t make quilts just to please judges. Every project I work on is something I make because I love
the process and I hope that the aesthetics of the final object match my artistic vision. Awards are nice, but they
are just “icing on the cake” and not something I specifically work for.

{Check out her blog!}

February MVQ Guild Meeting
We have a lot of fun shopping at the Auction and there is usually something for everyone!
Guests are welcome and encouraged; the guest fee is waived for that meeting. Donations to the
UFO auction will be collected at the following Guild meetings only: October, December, and
January. Look for the UFO sign on a table at those meetings and leave your donation there.
The following are acceptable items that will sell well at the auction:
Unfinished quilt tops and blocks. Include additional fabric and patterns if you have them.
Finished quilts, new and old.
Fabric pieces and yardage suitable for quilting and garments. NO scrap bags. NO upholstery or outdoor fabrics.
Finished, new, handmade items, made of fabric or yarn.
Hard and soft cover books. NO magazines
Yarn. Unfinished knitted or crocheted items only if there is sufficient yarn and the pattern
to finish the item.
Sewing and quilting notions, embellishments, ribbon, elastic, thread, marking pens and
pencils
Patterns
Templates, rulers, cutting tools, mats, tracing paper
Tote bags
If you have an item not on this list, please call and ask about it. Save other items for the
White Elephant table at the Quilt Show (or just throw the old stuff away!)
Please prepare your donations! Pin a note on all quilt tops with the dimensions of the item, and
on blocks with the number of blocks. Put the tops and blocks in a clear plastic bag (preferably
a new Ziploc bag). Put your assembly of donations in a sturdy box or tote bag (paper bag with
handles is fine). There will be a box at guild meetings for loose items. Thank you for not using plastic grocery bags, they fall apart very quickly. We will reuse the boxes and tote bags at
the auction.

Merrimack Valley Quilters General Meeting September 19, 2013 7 P.M.
Bev Valle, President called the meeting to order at 7P.M. and introduced The Quilted Shamrock of Hudson, NH as our vendor for the
evening.
Treasurers Janet Gillis and Jody Pellecchia submitted their Monthly Report for July and August; copies were available at the front table. It was noted that the money from the summer tour of the Raffle Quilt was not yet included in the report.
Quilt Show: May 2 and 3, 2014: Jane Hamel and Layne Rando; the theme will be “The Art of Quilting: Painting with Fabric and
Thread.” Challenge quilts will be pictorial. There are still a lot of Quilt Show Committee openings; Publicity, Booklet Advertising,
Booklet Publishing, Penny Raffle, Vendors, and Signage; indoors and out.
Membership: Liz Swan and Susan Sisson; renewing members must have their membership dues paid by September 30, 2013
(postmarked by 9/30) in order to be allowed to hang their quilt(s) in the May 2014 show. Welcome to our 5 new members; Barbara
Bryson-Hafford, Sue Dodge, Debby Pelletier, Gail Picard, and Heather Shields. We also had 4 guests join us this evening.
Mystery Quilt: Jan Taylor, Carol Sullivan, and Cathy Harnisch; The Mystery Quilt this year is a challenge to the members to des ign
their own quilts while following suggestions of the Committee. Give them a call if you need more guidance.
Program: Sue Richards modeled the sweatshirt jacket that is planned for the October workshop with Jerry McKee; a supply list is available on the Programs table along with a pamphlet about future workshops. The member’s fee for this years’ programs will be $30 - $40
each. (Directions from last spring’s workshop with Diane Loomis are also available.)
New England Quilt Museum: Rosemary Bray; our guild donation entitles our members to a $5 discount on Museum membership dues.
Raffle Quilt 2013-14 Travel: Betty Hastings: The quilt was taken to Images in Lowell, in the care of Carol Sullivan; to the Mancuso
show in Manchester, in the care of Terri Gelinas; and to Mann’s Orchard in Methuen, in the care of Cathy Harnisch over the su mmer. It
will be going to the Fabric Place Basement, with Betty Oct. 4 – 6, and to A Quilters Gathering, in the care of Marianne Karp Oct. 31 –
Nov.3. Ticket saleswomen are needed for both events.
Raffle Quilt 2014-15: Betty Hastings and Mary Jo Ray will be making a scrappy quilt from our favorite quilt blocks; please use clear,
true blues and true whites to make blocks in multiples of 3” finished sized squares or rectangles. Please don’t trim your blocks.
UFO Challenge: Ann Stobbs, Mary Stobbs; get out those UFOs that you started before Sept. 2012 and challenge yourself to finish them
in time for our show – no, you aren’t required to put them in the show. Sign them up for one $2.00 fee and you could be the lucky winner of everyone’s fees, if you finish your quilt(s) and show them to the committee.
Scrap Bee: Jane Hamel showed us a Churn-Dash Block made with 5” squares and made suggestions for the fabrics to be used. Make 12
blocks (or sets of 12) like this and submit them at our holiday meeting, and receive an equal number, made by others, at our Jan. 2014
meeting.
Block Raffle: Ann Stobbs, Mary Stobbs; pay $1.00 for a 9” x 10” piece of the required fabric, make an 8.5” square, unfinished block
using it, and hand it back to the committee for a chance to win several blocks – depends upon how many are returned. Turn them in at
the beginning of the Holiday meeting.
Sunshine Lady: Betty Dahlquist is ready to serve, please let her know of any guild members who could use some help, or some c heering
up. Kennebunk Retreat: Barbara Ward for Kathy Pearse; the money must be in tonight for the Nov. 6 – 10 retreat.
Comfort Quilts: Lin Caiado; there will be a lottery tonight to pick this year’s Comfort Quilt recipients; make sure to submit the name of
your favorite local charity during the break. We received a thank-you note from Jan Binnette-Lynn, for Project Linus, for last year’s
Comfort Quilts; they were given to kids with Downs Syndrome. The Lazarus House in Lawrence was picked after the break.
Quilt Show UFO Table: Angie Cyr asked each of us to donate one Fat Quarter to the UFO table this year, along with all our oth er donations. Committees Needing Chairpersons: Mystery Bus Trip, Guild Publicity, Storybook Quilts
By-Law and General Membership Info. Review and Discussion: Bev Valle, Lin Caiado; there was limited discussion on the proposed
changThere was no additional New Business, Show and Tell was wonderful as was the break, and Ann Stobbs won the Monthly Raffle
fabric.
Speaker, Adele Scott, was introduced by Susan Richards. Adele kept us all fascinated with gadgets, notions, and templates to make our
quilting life easier. Any job is easier if you have the right tools. www.adelescott.com

Our lottery winner for the comfort quilt, the Lazarus House, has expressed that they have many
donated quilts and has suggested that "others" might be more in need. I took the liberty to research "other" organizations and speak with their representatives. I presented my findings to
the board at the meeting last night.
The result of the vote was that

Anne Marie House, 180 Lowell Rd.,

Hudson, NH will be our new designated recipient. They are a part of the national organization Family Promise. They have 26 units which serve as transitional housing for homeless families.
Information can be found at: http://annemariehouse.org/aboutus
All sizes of quilts are welcome as they have all ages: crib to twin. I know that we will be generous - that is who we are - I challenge you to make both a child's size and a twin for an adult.
Most of these residents arrived with little or nothing to call their own. A simple quilt will be a
treasure to give them lots of comfort.
Lin Caido vp

Raffle Quilt Information:
Mary Jo Ray and Betty Hastings will , once again , be at the back table to accept blocks, filler strips, and fabric for the
2014-2015 Blue and White raffle quilt.
The blocks should be divisible by 3 (for example 3" x 3", 6" x 6", 6" x 9", 9" x 12" 12" x 12" etc.).
Color chips and directions are available. We are looking for clear bright blues, like delft blue and whites or white on
whites. No other colors will be used.
Please leave edges UNFINISHED with a generous outside seam allowance.
We would like to have your contributions by the December meeting in order to begin to lay out
the quilt .
We are also looking for donations of batting and backing fabric.
Thank you
Mary Jo and Betty

The first Block exchange/raffle will be due back by 7 PM at the December
meeting.
The required fabric, to be used in a recognizable amount, in the block will be available at the September
meeting for $1. You may add any other fabric (use quilt shop quality cotton fabric only please).
Block size will be announced at the meeting. The winner(s ) will receive 1/2 yd of the block exchange fabric.
Thanks, Ann and Mary Stobbs
ams01938@hotmail.com

“Art

of Quilting, Painting with Fabric and Thread”;
May 2nd and May 3rd, 2014

Co-Chairs
Jane Hamel janehamel@yahoo.com & Layne Rando laynesloft@comcast.net
We are looking for volunteers to help with our upcoming show. We are in need of
Chairs for the following:
PUBLICITY, VENDORS, DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM, PENNY RAFFLE BASKETS,
COLLECTING ADS FOR A BOOKLET,
COLLECTING MEMBERS INFORMATION FOR ENTRIES.
There are more positions to be filled but these are needed as soon as possible.
We will have more information at our next guild meeting.
Thank You

Quilt Show meeting- October 21st– Monday –Plaistow LibraryCollecting a fat quarter from each member for the White Elephant table– a box will
be at the Quilt Show table!

Mystery Quilt Update
We suggest quarter square triangles for this step.
Use
the on 2 sides, 3 sides, 4 sides– it is your choice. Below is a
good tutorial on making Quarter Square Triangles – the only thing we’d change is to make the beginning squares a little
larger than the 1 ¼” they suggest (like 1 ½”), and then trim your blocks to size

later.
http://www.mccallsquilting.com/mccallsquilting/articles/

Newsletters are available by snail
mail to only those without computer
accessSend $10 to Pat Lucey, [not MVQ]
and at least 10 address labels during
the summer. You will get your September newsletter.
This covers stamps, paper and toner for the year.
19 Willow Rd, Boxford, MA 01921

Jeanne Elliott
QuiltsEtc@aol.com





Beginning Tole Painting
Beginning quilting
Professional quilting of
your quilts!

Quilting by Catherine






Hand Guided
Long Arm Machine Quilting
Custom quilting
Edge to Edge
Binding
Basting (for hand quilting)

Catherine Harnisch
Catherine-quilts@comcast.net

Methuen, MA
978-682-1843

New England Quilt Museum
18 Shattuck Street
Lowell, MA 01857
Phone: 978-452-4207
www.nequiltmuseum.org
Ladies,
Brown Bag Lunch 1st Thursdays 12:30 pm-1:30 pm
Book Club 3rd Thursdays 12:30 pm- 1:30 pm
Rosemary

Diana Dow, LMT, NCTMB
Nationally Certified – Licensed in MA & NH
MASSAGE THE RAPIS T
Stone Therapy Massage Specialty
Deep Tissue and Stress Reduction

617-823-2795
DDow613@aol.com
Andover Hair & Skin Care Salon & Spa
93 Main Street, Andover, MA 01810
Hours by appointment –
INCLUDES Sunday and Monday
Gift Certificates Available – Introductory Offer $65.00
Ask about the Signature Franciscan Stone
Massage

Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild
Monthly Financial Report
Treasurer’s Report
Jody Pellecchia
September 1 – 30, 2013
Beginning Balance – checking Account
$1754.29
Expenses:
Guest Speaker
$ 375.00
Betty Dehlquist
(sunshine)
9.58
Glen Hughes –
maintainence
65.00
St. Lukes Church - rent
75.00
Elaine Rando flyers
60.00
Aline Caiado
by-laws
19.80
James Grenier
domain name
55.00
USPS
BC Stamps
55.00
USPS
PO Box
148.00
Bresnahan Co storage rental
49.00
Sovereign Bank
Ck Acct. Maint. Fee
15.00
Income – Membership Dues
Membership Dues Check Returned for Insuff. Funds
(35.00)
Raffle Quilt Tickets Sold
Workshop Sign ups
$4,234.50
Check Account Balance:
$5062.41
Money Market Account Balancee:
24.53
Annuity Fund Balance:
18,557.59
Grand Total:
$23,644.53

= ( $926.38)
$3205.00
+

624.50
440.00 =

Next Meeting October 17th
Holy Angels Hall 7:00

Check List:
 Name Tag
 Show and Tell
 $ for raffle
 Refreshments [if it
is your turn!]
 $ for membership

Refreshments: G through M
Betty Dahlquist is the person to turn to if you know of
someone who needs some “sunshine” in her life.
Betty’s info is on the membership list
Review the proposed by-law and guidelines changes.
Voting will be by paper ballot at the October meeting.
You will get yours at check -in.

