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MVQ President’s Message for the Newsletter – October 2013 

 

I love the holidays, and all the preparations that go into making it the 
best, which always requires a lot of work.  That goes for all the quilt-

related gifts we sew most feverishly at this time of year.  Quilting 

doesn’t seem like work, though.  It is purely FUN!   

Sometimes, when making a project, we need help or advice from our 

quilting friends, and that was witnessed several times at the Kenne-

bunk Retreat last week, always with a gracious smile and a heartfelt 
thank you when the help was received.  We are certainly a talented 

group of quilters, and the projects we make for ourselves, our fami-

lies, and for those who are in need, are astounding.  Thanks for mak-

ing my holiday season come alive with quilting and I hope you all 

have wonderful days ahead. 

Bev Valle                                           

 

 

 December 5th 

“Following that Star Potluck and Ba-

zar".  Bring your favorite covered dish or 
desert to share! 



 

  

 
Part 3    Nov./Dec. 2013       

Staying Square 
It is extremely important, when making a medallion quilt, to keep the measurements of your rounds exact; that 

way your next round of blocks will always fit.  In the case of our Mystery Quilts, that means that every round; 

sides, bottom, and top must be a multiple of 4,” plus ½” seam allowance. 

In order to help keep things square, and to help separate rows of blocks, we suggest that, for this round, you 

cut a narrow solid or tone-on-tone border using 2.5” wide strips the correct length for each side; keep them a 

multiple of 4” finished, plus ½” seam allowance long.  Force your previous blocks to fit the strips by;  1. 

stretching, 2. scrunching, or 3. changing each seam allowance between the blocks by just a hair.  To add some 

interest, make the (2.5” sq. unfinished) corner stones out of a different fabric or a block.  

Another way to visually separate rounds is to use a highly contrasting “peeper.”  A “peeper” is a contrasting 1 

¼” strip of fabric ironed in half the long way, right side outward, like binding strips.  This is inserted into the 

seam by laying it on top of the previous round with raw edges all lined up together (so you’ll have all raw edg-

es in the seam allowance).   Just an eighth of an inch will “peep” out of the seam.  The “peeper” length should 

also be a multiple of 4,” plus ½” seam allowance; it will not add to the size of your quilt.  

 

Happy Holidays from Jan, Carol, and Cathy      

 

Need help?   Contact us  MysteryQuilt@mvquilters.org                                                                   and/or meet 

up with us at one of the library sew-ins.       

January 16 Susan Richard’s “My Crazy Journey” Workshop: Sat 1/18    More crazy quilting with Susan 

February 20, 2014 UFO Auction  

March 20, 2014 Pam Weeks; Civil War Soldiers Quilts Workshop: Sat 3/22  Quilts for Civil War Soldiers and 
how to make them. 

April 17, 2014 Michele Kinkaid “Art Quilts” Workshop; Sat April 19  Poppies, an Art Quilt-  

May 15, 2014 Cathy Miller, the Singer Quilter “One 
Stitch at a Time” 

Workshop: Hand Mola– reverse applique from the Kuna 
Tribe in Panama 

June 20, 2014 “Sally Palmer Field, New England Quilt-
er by Judy Buswick 

 

Program 2013-2014 

mailto:MysteryQuilt@mvquilters.org


 

Raffle Quilt Blocks & UFO Quilts 
 

A reminder that the Block Raffle blocks are due at the December meeting.   Fabric is still available and can be mailed 

out. 

  

The UFO Challenge entry forms are due by the Jan meeting.   There is a minimum of $25 prize to be won,  

  

Info/details, etc. for both are on the Blog. 

  

                                                         Thanks, Ann and Mary Stobbs 
 

 

 

 

 

February MVQ Guild Meeting 
 

We have a lot of fun shopping at the Auction and there is usually something for everyone! 

Guests are welcome and encouraged; the guest fee is waived for that meeting. Donations to the 

UFO auction will be collected at the following Guild meetings only: October, December, and 
January. Look for the UFO sign on a table at those meetings and leave your donation there. 

The following are acceptable items that will sell well at the auction: 

Unfinished quilt tops and blocks. Include additional fabric and patterns if you have them. 

Finished quilts, new and old. 

Fabric pieces and yardage suitable for quilting and garments. NO scrap bags. NO uphol-

stery or outdoor fabrics. 
Finished, new, handmade items, made of fabric or yarn. 

Hard and soft cover books. NO magazines 

Yarn. Unfinished knitted or crocheted items only if there is sufficient yarn and the pattern 

to finish the item. 

Sewing and quilting notions, embellishments, ribbon, elastic, thread, marking pens and 

pencils 
Patterns 

Templates, rulers, cutting tools, mats, tracing paper 

Tote bags 

If you have an item not on this list, please call and ask about it. Save other items for the 

White Elephant table at the Quilt Show (or just throw the old stuff away!) 

Please prepare your donations! Pin a note on all quilt tops with the dimensions of the item, and 
on blocks with the number of blocks. Put the tops and blocks in a clear plastic bag (preferably 

a new Ziploc bag).  Put your assembly of donations in a sturdy box or tote bag (paper bag with 

handles is fine).  There will be a box at guild meetings for loose items. Thank you for not us-

ing plastic grocery bags, they fall apart very quickly. We will reuse the boxes and tote bags at 

the auction. 



.Merrimack Valley Quilters   General Meeting    October 17, 2013 
70 members and 3 guests were present 

Bev Valle, President called the meeting to order at 7 P.M. and introduced Christine Arlit of The Sew-

ing Diva, Derry NH as our vendor for the evening.  http://www.thesewingdivaquiltshop.com/  

Quilt Show: There will be a Quilt Show meeting Mon. Oct. 21st at 7 P.M. at the Plaistow Library.  

Members with previous Quilt Show experience are cordially invited; we’d like your input.  

Mystery Quilt:  Check it out; this mystery quilt can help you design your own quilt, and it won’t look 

like everyone else’s -- except for a different color way.  

Mystery Bus Trip:  We are checking into the possibility of making the bus trip self-sustaining.  Mem-

bers were asked for a show of hands; would they be willing to pay $30.00 to go on the trip?  Approxi-

mately 35 members (half of those present), indicated that they would. 

2014 – 2015 Raffle Quilt:  Blocks made with true blues and whites, in multiples of 3” finished size, are 

due at the December/Holiday meeting.   

2013 – 2014 Programs:  Sue Richards talked about the upcoming speakers and workshops.  Workshop 

fees for members will be $40.00, or less. 

Help Wanted: Volunteering does help you get to know other people in our guild, and that’s not just for 

“newbies;” the “oldies” could get to know some new quilters too.  We still need a New Member Greet-

er, a Guild Publicity Person to publicize our guild meetings, a Storybook Quilt Chairperson, and an in-

door space for the storybook quilts.  We still need to fill the following positions for the 2014 Quilt 

Show; Publicity, Advertising/Show Brochure, Penny Raffle, Show Brochure, Hall Decorations, Quilt 

Labels/Printing, and Ribbon & Quilt Label Placement.  

Comfort Quilts will be donated to families at Anne Marie House of Hudson, NH so they can be any 

bed size.  They may be labeled with “Merrimack Valley Quilters” and the year; there should be no 

names of people or towns on the labels.  http://annemariehouse.org/aboutus  

Bylaw and General Membership Info. Changes were voted on just prior to the break.  With 66 mem-

bers voting, all the proposed changes were approved; no item received fewer than 58 “yes” votes.  The 

“new” Bylaws and General Membership Information will be available on our website.  http://

mvquilters.wordpress.com/   

There was no additional New Business, Show and Tell was amazing, and Jeanne Elliott won the 

Monthly Raffle. 

Sue Richards, Program Committee , introduced our speaker, Jerri McKee of Moonlight Designs, 

Myrtle Beach, S.C.  http://www.moonlightdesignquilts.com   

Holiday Meeting: Thurs. Dec. 5th will be our pot-luck Holiday meeting.  Members who want to partici-

pate in the gift exchange should make something worth about $20.00, and wrap it with their own names 

tucked inside. 

Respectfully submitted,   Janice Taylor, Secretary 

 

Scrap Bee Block Exchange… are due for 

this month’s Guild meeting. You still have time to make your 12 

blocks.  Pattern and instructions can be found on the MVQ blog or 

you can contact Jane at janehamel@yahoo.com.   

 

http://www.thesewingdivaquiltshop.com/
http://annemariehouse.org/aboutus
http://mvquilters.wordpress.com/
http://mvquilters.wordpress.com/
http://www.moonlightdesignquilts.com
mailto:janehamel@yahoo.com


 

Anne Marie House in Hudson NH.  

All quilt sizes –they serve families. 
 

 
Raffle Quilt  Information:    
Mary Jo Ray and Betty Hastings will , once again , be at the back table to accept blocks, filler 
strips, and fabric for the 2014-2015 Blue and White raffle quilt.  

  

                                                               

This is a reminder to PLEASE bring your blue 
and white quilt squares to the December meeting. We have 
very very few at the moment. If  you need incentive, please re-
member that anyone who submits a square gets raffle tickets 
for the members quilt. 

 

 

 

The December 5, 2013 meeting theme is "Following 

that Star Potluck and Bazar".  Bring your favorite covered dish or desert to 
share.  If you would like to take part in the gift exchange bring a wrapped hand-

made gift valued at $20.00. Include a tag saying who it is from.  We still have table 

space available if you would like to sell handmade items at the Star Light Ba-
zar.  The table space is free of charge but we are asking for a 10% of sales donation 

to go to the charity of the President's choose.  Tables can be reserved by contacting 

Susan Richards at smrquilts@gmail.com.  Come enjoy great food, great company 

and do some holiday shopping.    See you there 

mailto:smrquilts@gmail.com


“Art of Quilting, Painting with Fabric and Thread”; 
May 2nd and May 3rd, 2014 
Co-Chairs 

Jane Hamel  janehamel@yahoo.com & Layne Rando laynesloft@comcast.net 

  

2014 QUILT SHOW UPDATE… 
I wish I could tell you everything was moving along… unfortunately Layne and I 

are having a hard time finding members to volunteer to help with the show.  We 

are still in need of people to fill key positions.  If these positions aren’t filled we 
run the risk of low attendance and no show brochure. 

The following positions need to be filled: Publicity, Advertising for Show Bro-

chure, Penny Raffle, Brochure, Decorations, Quilt Labels, Ribbon & Quilt Label 
Placement and Vendors (someone has offered to help if no one steps up to fill the 

position). 

As you can see by the number of unfilled positions we need a lot of help to make 
“YOUR” quilt show a success. 

We’ll have a display set up at the December meeting were you can sign-up or get 

more information.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer before 

the Guild meeting contact Layne Rando (laynesloft@comcast.net) or Jane Hamel 

(janehamel@yahoo.com). 

   

Newsletters are available by snail 
mail to only those without computer  

access- 
Send $10 to Pat Lucey, [not MVQ] 
and at least 10 address labels during 
the summer. You will get your Sep-

tember newsletter.  
This covers stamps, paper and toner for the year. 
19 Willow Rd, Boxford, MA 01921 

mailto:janehamel@yahoo.com
mailto:laynesloft@comcast.net
mailto:laynesloft@comcast.net
mailto:janehamel@yahoo.com


Jeanne Elliott            

QuiltsEtc@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 Beginning Tole Painting                  

 Beginning quilting 

 Professional quilting of 

your quilts!        

Quilting by Catherine 
     
 Hand Guided 
 Long Arm Machine Quilting 
 Custom quilting 
 Edge to Edge 
 Binding 
 Basting (for hand quilting) 

     

      
 

 
 

     
Catherine Harnisch 

Catherine-quilts@comcast.net 
     

      
Methuen, MA 

     
  978-682-1843 

     



New England Quilt Museum 
18 Shattuck Street  
Lowell, MA 01857 
Phone: 978-452-4207 

www.nequiltmuseum.org 

 
Ladies, 
 

Brown Bag Lunch 1st Thursdays 12:30 pm-1:30 pm 
 
Book Club 3rd Thursdays 12:30 pm- 1:30 pm 
 
 
Rosemary 

 
 

Diana Dow, LMT, NCTMB 
    
 
Nationally Certified – Licensed in MA & NH  
          
 MASSAGE THERAPIST 

                     
Stone Therapy Massage Specialty 
            

Deep Tissue and Stress Reduction  
                 

               617-823-2795  
         DDow613@aol.com  

 

          Andover Hair & Skin Care Salon & Spa 
 93 Main Street, Andover, MA 01810 
Hours by appointment – 
     INCLUDES Sunday and Monday 
Gift Certificates Available – Introductory Offer - 

$65.00 
     Ask about the Signature Franciscan Stone 
Massage 

http://www.nequiltmuseum.org
mailto:DDow613@aol.com


Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild 

Monthly Financial Report 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Jody Pellecchia 

 

 

October  1 – 31, 2013 

 

Beginning Bank Balance           $ 5062.41 

 

Expenses: 

Glen Hughs     maintenenace $ 65.00 

St. Lukes                 rent          75.00 

Jerri McKee     guest speaker             1,812.00 

Bresnahan & CO   storage rental              49.00 

Bank Fees              Sept & Oct.                15.00   =  ($ 2016.00) 

 

 

Income: 

Membership Dues   $445.00 

Workshop McKee                  140.00 

Quilt Raffle Tickets Sold                        227.00 

Retreat Deposits                                  3,506.32  =   +  $4,318.32 

 

Checking Account Balance as of October 31, 2013                                                                      

$7,364.73 

 

 

 

Word:MVGQ Fin rep Oct 2013 



Next Meeting   December 5th 

 
Holy Angels Hall  7:00    

Check List: 

 Name Tag 

 Show and Tell 
 $ for raffle 

 Refreshments [if it 

is your turn!] 
 $ for membership 

Refreshments: Pot Luck 

 

   
   Pat Lucey is alwaysPat Lucey is alwaysPat Lucey is always   

   collecting knitted or crocheted collecting knitted or crocheted collecting knitted or crocheted 

hats for babies and children!hats for babies and children!hats for babies and children!   
   
   

Betty Dahlquist is the person to turn to if you know of 

someone who needs some “sunshine” in her life.  

 

Betty’s info is on the membership list  

Snow Cancellations! 

Info will be on the Blog 


