June 2017

Merrimack Valley Quilting Guild
Celebrating 37 years of encouraging the art of quilting in the Merrimack Valley. MVQ was established in 1980.

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S AG E
It’s been a great year and May was a great meeting. You should all be so proud about the
quilts you gave to Kulea. We gave them 72 beautiful quilts and they were overwhelmed
by your generosity. Becky Goldsmith’s presentation was excellent and the gym was comfortable in spite of the heat. This is good to know for future reference!

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2016-1017

President:
Ann Hockmeyer
Liz Swan 17-18
Vice– Presid ent
Liz Swan
Mary Wilkes 17-18
Secretary:
Bev Valle
Kim Blanchard 17-18
Treasurer AP:
Elaine Rando
Heather Sheilds 17-18
Treasurer AR:
Marianne Karp
Gail Forthoffer 17-18

To reach any committee,
please address correspondence to
MVQ Guild
PO Box 566
Haverhill. MA 01831
Newsletter items must be
in to me by the 1st of
each month:
Pat.lucey@verizon.net

Our June meeting will feature Pat Pauley who is a very talented art quilter. Her presentation covers similarities from traditional to avant-guard! We will also install our new
board, President Liz Swan, Vice President Mary Wilkes, Secretary Kim Blanchard,
Treasurer (receiving) Heather Shields and Treasurer (payables) Gail Forthoffer. A huge
thank you to all of them for volunteering! The quilter of the year award will also be presented by Nancy Dempsey.
We have a new charity project now. We’re making quilts for women at the Maris House
in Salisbury. The quilts can be of any size and they are needed by the September meeting
so they can be on display at the Quilt Show. This summer quilt project gets the charity
quilts on a schedule with the quilt show from now on. I hope we get piles of quilts to
show the public how generous we are! See Diane Kelley for more information
(dskkelley@verizon.net).
It’s hard to sum up three years of being your President. I tried very hard to grow and improve our guild and I’ve enjoyed every minute (mostly)! I was blessed to have a wonderful board each year who helped me and gave me great advice. There’s
also all the chairpersons who are dedicated and give so much of their
time. It’s been my pleasure working with all of you and getting to know
everyone a little bit better. I’m so grateful for everyone who helped me
along the way and I thank you all so much!
Ann Hockmeyer

June 15th Pat Pauly
The New Face of Art Quilts’ .
trunk show
Sat Workshop: “The New Big Leaf”

Fiber Artist

The raffle quilt will be traveling this summer.
On June 23 and 24 it will be at Amesbury Days
for the Art Show and Sale. We have a crew
for Friday but need 3 people throughout the
day on Saturday June 24 to sit at the raffle
table.
On August 1 it will be at Yankey Homecomming
Market Square Day . There will be a sign up
sheet at our June meeting,
And finally, Mancuso World Quilt New England
is August 17, 18, and 19. We need both White
glovers and and raffle quilt ticket seller for
that one. There will also be a sign up sheet for
that at the meeting. Please seek out Betty
Hastings at one of the tables to volunteer.

Sew and Know" for the June meeting

will be information regarding Do Not Touch The Quilt signs. Come
see some examples, bring in any you have finished, and Thank You for
helping out in this project. 6:15 to 7:00. See you there. Bev Valle

Sunshine Lady: Diane Desjardins
dianedesjardins@comcast.net

Please let her know if someone needs a card or flowers because of a death in
the family.

It’s hard to believe we’re wrapping up another Guild year! The time has sure flown by. I hope you all enjoyed Becky
Goldsmith! She did a great program and workshop and we all learned so much. It’s wonderful to have speakers and
teachers of her caliber at our Guild. This month is just as terrific. Pat Pauly will be here from New York with a trunk
show entitled “The New Face of Art Quilts” and a workshop on “The New Big Leaf”. You may have seen a few samples
of the workshop quilt at the Programs table and it promises to be lots of fun. We still have two openings so please contact
me if you can attend. It will be held at West Church in Haverhill on Route 97 – just off Route 495. Please enter through
the front side door – I’ll have a sign posted – and the class area will be just to your right. Please bring your extension
cords! Supply lists are available.
I will reveal our entire schedule for next year over the summer once the final contract is signed, but it’s going to be another great year! A sneak peak at the fall: September will open with our traditional ice cream sundae social and a guest surprise speaker. In October, we welcome Christine Wickert, a silk appliqué artist with her trunk show entitled “Learning
from the Masters-Continuing the Journey”. Her workshop is a Silk Floral Applique Pillow – it’s gorgeous. The supply
list is attached and will be available at the June meeting.

Her quilt, "My Version of a Persian" will be part of the New England's exhibit called Gilding the Lily: Embroidered
Quilts from the Past and Present" from August 31 - December 30, 2017. I hope you can find time to visit the Museum and
see her work.
December is our annual Christmas party and promises to be a great time!!!!! You won’t want to miss it! And wait until
you see the spring agenda!
As mentioned at one of our past meetings, international quilter and speaker Edyta Sitar will be with us in April of 2020. It
seems like a long way off, but it’s the earliest she is available! She will be amazing and well worth the wait!
Thanks, Ronni Longwell

Holiday Gathering Project
We will be passing out a square of fabric and directions at the June meeting. If you can't get
to the meeting - have a pal pick it up for you OR
send a stamped self addressed envelope to Gail
Wozniak, 97 Main St.Kingston NH 03848

2017-2018
Next year’s speakers are all booked and I will have the agenda ready for the June newsletter or July at the latest. We have great speakers and workshops coming up!! Our big speaker next spring is Bonnie McCaffery
who is known for her portrait quilts! Although she has stopped traveling, she has agreed to come to our Guild
to speak and do a workshop on painted faces for beginners. What fun! And in case you weren’t at the last
meeting, Edyta Sitar will be joining us in the spring of 2020. She is an in-demand national speaker and owns
Laundry Basket Quilts. She is hard to get and 2020 was her first opening! She will be amazing!!!! Check
her out online!
Pass the word and tell your friends. They won’t want to miss out on any of it! Ronnie Longwell

FOR SALE
Gently used Janome 4800qc computerized sewing machine designed for quilters. Used primarily as backup machine. Very popular
today with experienced quilters as it is well built and a workhorse.
Straight forward and easy to use. Features needle up and down, speed control lever and built in needle threader all awesome for a
new sewer. 233 stitches includes 2 alphabets. 7mm stitch width!
Additional accessories include 2 needle plates, 20 bobbins, a walking foot, 10-12 additional specialty feet for various sewing tasks.
A plexiglass extension table 17"x24", all original tools and manual. Everything clean, good condition and in working order. No
broken plastic and very few minor scuffs on protective cover.
Asking $550. Have too many machines! Call 978-270-3631. Salisbury MA.

Putting Quilts Into Shows
With permission from Gladi Porsche, a prize winning quilter from Cocheco Guild who we had as a speaker a couple years ago - a
snipit from her blog about quilts in shows.
I came across an article in which Mary Mashuta (a big name from the past!) wrote her thoughts about judging and I would like to
end this post with a quote from her which sums up my feelings:
“Along the way, I have won some ribbons, though some of my personal favorites have never won awards…Visual impact is most
important….When you win a prize, rejoice, but when you don’t win, don’t let that stop you from sharing your work…Even if you
never win a prize, sharing your work is what is really important. The judges may pass it by, but there will be viewers who notice it
and enjoy what you’ve done. It may offer color or design solutions to other quilters or just encourage them to keep trying with their
own work. And, best of all, you know what you’ve learned by creating the work and only you can be the judge of that.”
I might add that, unless making competition quilts is your thing, it is important to make quilts for yourself, that you enjoy the process and that the design and colors you use are enjoyed by YOU!

Water
Reflections

Water Reflections
September 29 & 30th
New Hope Church in Newburyport
Entry forms are due by July 15th- $3 for
each Judged Quilt

The quilt show planning is proceeding well with a great team of chairpersons. We have
two areas that are in need of a chairperson, demonstrations and silent auction.
The silent auction needs a person to rally members to make and donate a small item
and then organize the display of the items on Thursday before the show. We will have
volunteers during the show to monitor the table. The chairperson would also contact the
auction winners after the show and collect the bids. Bev Valle has chaired this in the
past and she can offer guidance.
The demonstration chairperson would reach out to the vendors and members for approximately 5-6 demos each day and create a schedule. It’s our hope that the schedule
could be in the program book. This was done by Liz Swan last year so she can advise
anyone who’s interested.
The penny raffle baskets are looking awesome! We still need many members to contribute something to a basket. Kim Blanchard has some great ideas on her list, please sign
up at the meeting so we will know what is coming. Our baskets were a big hit last year
(and a big $$ maker). We had more than 50 baskets last year so we hope that we can repeat that.
The boutique table accepts handmade items to sell. It’s a great way to sell your items
and the guild gets a small 20% share. See Pat Lucey or Maggie Judd for details.
White elephant items will be accepted this month. Only quilt related items are needed.
No home dec. fabric. See Angie Cyr or Barbara Bell.
The challenge quilts are going to be quite interesting with the required fabric and the
“water” theme. Please see Deb Kelso for information.
We are also in need of fat quarters
and we will accept them at the meeting. We
will need lottery $$$ tickets as well for the money tree but don’t want them until
September.
We will have lots of save the date cards at the meeting. Our hope is to get these out to
quilt shops in a 75-mile radius. Please see Diane Kelley for a packet and tell her which
shop you will bring them to so we have a record. Please help, WE NEED YOU!!!
Thank you, Ann Hockmeyer and Diane Kelley

Quilt Guild Programs 2017-2018
September 21 st, 2017

Quilt Show Wrap – Up
Jane Hamel – Part 2 of Journeys
Ice Cream Social

September 23rd, 2017
No workshop

Finish up your quilts and let’s get on with the show!

October 19 th, 2017

Christine Wickert – Learning from the Master-Continuing the Journey

October 21 st, 2017
Workshop

Silk Floral Pillow Applique

December 7th, 2017

Christmas Party (Gail Wozniak, Chair)

December 9th, 2017
No workshop

No workshop planned

January 18th, 2018

Journeys

January 20 th, 2018
Workshop

Betty Hastings – Hexagon Party

February 15 th, 2018

UFO

February 17 th, 2018
Workshop

Carole Robinson – Animal Collages

March 15 th, 2018

Pam Weeks – New England Quilt Museum
What’s New About Jane Stickle

March 17 th, 2018
Workshop

Strings and Bits – Fun with Scrap Quilts

April 19th, 2018

Rose Ann Hunter – Newburyport Artisan
Contemporary techniques in Fiber

April 21 st, 2018
Workshop

Workshop Project TBD

May 10 th, 2018

Bonne Lyn McCaffery
Inspiration & Development of a Quilt Artist

May 12 th, 2018
Workshop

Painted Face for Beginners

June 21 st, 2018

RaNae Merrill – RaNae Merrill Quilt Design
Magnificent Spiral Mandala Quilts OR
Free Motion Mastery in 30 Days

June 23 rd, 2018
Workshop

To coordinate with lecture
Magic Mirror Mandala Quilt OR
Free Motion Mastery in 30 Days

- “You’ve Got Mail”

VOTE

VOTE

There will be two votes at our general meeting on June 15.
Vote 1 – Increase our 2017 donation to the N. E. Quilt Museum from $500 to
$2000.00
It is the consensus among the board members that we can do more to support
our museum. We have enough money in the budget to cover the additional expense due to
our increased membership, a successful quilt show and other revenue sources. The museum is struggling and if it can’t succeed the museum closest to us would be in Virginia. As
a Leadership contributor we will receive many additional benefits. We will be able to
hang one of our quilts in the store for three months with advertising/information to promote our guild. It also includes Pam Weeks who will make a presentation at no extra
charge; the value of this is $500. Another item included is having a special collection of
museum quilts on display at our quilt show. We also receive a onetime behind the scenes
tour of the museum for our members. We hope that you will vote to support our museum
and make MVQ a leader in the support of
promoting education and preservation of
quilting in New England.

Vote 2 – Increase the 2017/2018 program budget to $8500.00
Our budget for programs is currently $6000.00. Due to the availability of bigger name speakers and corresponding workshops we are asking for an increase. Costs for
air fare, hotels and meals have also risen substantially. Speakers are generally charging
$500 -$800+ for a lecture and $700-$1000+ for a workshop. The total cost of next year’s
program is expected to be $8500 but if the vote to raise the museum membership passes it
will be reduced by $500 as we won’t have to pay Pam Weeks. The expense will also be
reduced by approximately $1500 from revenue received from workshop fees. The actual
overall increase is about $500. We hope that you will vote to increase the program budget
to raise the level and quality of our monthly programs.

Get Ready for the White Elephant Room at the Quilt
Show this Fall!
Angie and Barbara will be collecting items at every
meeting.






No Upholstery fabric
Magazines less than 10 years old
Fabric, Notions and patterns
FAT QUARTERS, FAT QUARTERS AND FAT QUARTERS!!!!

TWISTED

Modern Quilts with a Vintage Twist

Now through July 9, 2017

THE QUILT TAKES A PRIZE

Award Winners from the National Quilt Museum
Now through July 30, 2017

Merrimack Valley Quilt Guild General Meeting – May 20, 2017
Meeting held in the gymnasium, due to graduation exercises for NECC this week.
Sew and Know – Kim Blanchard demonstrated a cute way to fold fat quarters for the quilt show donations. Thanks Kim!
Sew and Know for the April meeting featured Bev Valle demonstrating Mitered Corners. This was overlooked when the secretary typed up the minutes of the April meeting!
Ann Hockmeyer – opened the meeting at 7:00 by welcoming the members into the Gymnasium.
The business meeting tonight will be held after presentation of the comfort quilts, voting for the new board, and the speaker.
Liz Swan – Liz presented Jonathan our quilts for the Kulea Orphanage. 72 quilts were donated to this project. Several members
held up their quilts as a giant show and tell! Beautiful! Thanks to all for a great donation to a very worthy cause.
Marianne Karp, Liz Swan and Carrie Zizza – Taking any nominations for the board from the floor? None added. Candidates
presented are: President-Liz Swan, Vice President- Mary Wilkes, Secretary- Kim Blanchard, Treasurer Payable- Gail Forthoffer,
Treasurer Receivable – Heather Shields. Vote in motion and seconded. Vote taken, passed unanimously. Congratulations everyone!
Diane Desjardins – Membership - 65 members present and 10 guests. Jan, Michelle, Margaret, Carolyn, Lisa, Maggie, Terry,
Debbie, Ginette, and Betsy. Welcome. Raffle drawings were won by Jane H., Bev K, and Margaret T.
Ronnie Longwell – Introduced Becky Goldsmith from Pieceocake.com. Becky’s discussion is on Color: a Practical Guide.
Beautiful show and tell quilts made by the speaker!
Break
Ann H. Comfort Quilts in the past have been due at the April meeting at the time of the previous quilt shows. Since we changed
our quilt show to late September, we would have no comfort quilts to display at the show. To get us on track, Ann H. suggests
making a comfort quilt this summer, for the September meeting, that can be put in the quilt show, then donated. The new Charity
Quilt Project will be Maris Center for Women, located in Salisbury. The Maris Center houses about 34 women at any given time
and is a halfway house for women in recovery. This is a great opportunity for us to help other women less fortunate and show the
local community that MVQ is a charitable organization. The quilt can be any size and should be brought to the September meeting. Diane Kelley will bring them to the quilt show. If you have questions, email Diane at dskkelley@verizon.net.
Marianne Karp – Regarding the Row by Row Round Robin last row. Due to a change during the year, the last row should now
be the Hatchet Block (our name badge block) or anything of your choosing, in an 8” high row. These are due at the June meeting
when the quilts will go back to their owners.
Show and Tell
Motion to accept the Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports as written in the newsletter. 2 nd. Vote, passed.
Respectfully submitted by,
Beverly Valle, Secretary

Greetings All!
Just a quick note to let you know that we ended our year with 120 members. The 2017 2018 Membership Application will be available on the blog for you to print and mail over
the summer. I will have a limited number of applications available for you to take home at
the June meeting. All applications received before September 15, 2017 will be eligible for
the free membership drawing which will be held at our September 21st meeting. I encourage
you all to send in your application early as it makes things go much smoother for the Membership Committee at the first meeting. I also encourage you to tell others about our Guild
and ask them to consider joining. We have some great speakers and events planned for next
year!
Hope that you all have a wonderful summer
and we’ll see you in September!!! Happy
Sewing!
Diane Desjardins, Membership Chair”
Regards,
Diane

MERRIMACK VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD
2017 – 2018 MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please complete this form and return it along with the payment for your dues. Please make
checks payable to Merrimack Valley Quilters Guild by the September 2017 meeting to be able to
enter a quilt in the 2017 Quilt Show.
Dues are $35 or if you are age 65 or older, $30. If your dues are received by September 15,
2017, your name will be entered for the drawing for a free membership. Please mail your form
and dues to:
Diane Desjardins
8 Acorn Street
Haverhill, MA 01832
Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
City: ___________________________________
State: ______________ Zip code: ____________
Phone: _________________________________
E-mail: _________________________________

Please indicate whether
Renewal: _____________
New Member: _________
Senior Member: _______-_
Has any info changed
over the past year?
Yes ____ No ____

If new member, how did you hear about us? ______________________________________
In what areas would you like to help your Guild?
_____ Committees

______ Quilt Show

_____ Blog/Social Media_____ Demonstrations

_____ Programs/Workshops ______ Newsletter

______ Raffle Quilt _____ Executive Board

_____ New Members/Guests ______ Hospitality

______ Hosting-Sews _____ Monthly Raffle

_____ Traveling Raffle Quilt
What workshops, programs, teachers or techniques would you like to see at the Guild?
__________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have a quilting/craft related business that you would like to share with our Guild? ________

For Membership Committee Use Only
Date Received ___________
Amount Paid _______

Check # __________

Where can I find:

Quilt-quality fabric? Needles?
Pins?
Patterns? Interfacing? Muslin?
108” fabric? Flannel? Discounts?
Art Greeting Cards? Templates?
Cutters? Olfa Mats? Rulers?
Books?

http://
AtQuiltersQuarters.blogspot.com

59 North Street Georgetown MA 01833
‘Just 2 doors north of Perley School’
: https://atquiltersquarters.blogspot.com/
Now open!

Next Meeting June 15th
NECCO Technology Buildiing
Doors open at 6:00 for set-up and
socializing!

Refreshments: N-Z
Jeanne Elliott

QuiltsEtc@aol.com






Beginning Tole
Painting
Beginning quilting
Professional quilting of your quilts!

Quilting by Catherine
.Hand Guided




Long Arm Machine Quilting
Custom Quilting





Edge to edge
Binding
Basting for Hand Quilting

http://cquilts.wordpress.com/
603-490-0165 978-682-0165
Catherine-Quilts@comcast.net Methuen

