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Quilting is a life-long learning experience.  The MVQ Guild has 
brought in a variety of speakers, and held workshops, all of which I 

have attended over the two years of my presidency.   It is truly amaz-

ing what I have learned, and can now incorporate those ideas and 

skills into my quilts.  I can’t encourage you enough to keep taking 

workshops, even if it’s something that may not interest you, because, 

for me, those were the workshops I enjoyed the most.  The program 
for next year looks like a lot of fun! 

Next year’s Board and Committees are almost complete.  Thanks to 

everyone who was on the current board and committees, and thanks 

to all who volunteered to take on a position for next year, to keep the 

guild moving forward.  We are a group of very talented and wonder-

ful women, and it has been a pleasure being your president for the 
last two years!   

Enjoy your summer, create something new for Show and Tell in Sep-

tember, (mine will be the mystery quilt for this year)… and happy 

quilting! 

Bev Valle 

 June 19th  

 
Sally Palmer Field, New England Quilter 

by Judy Buswick 



Mystery Quilt Part 7 

MVQ Mystery Quilt   2013 – 2014 

Part 7   June 2014 

Half-Square Triangles 

 

 
Half-Square Triangle (HSTs) blocks so useful and versatile:  You can line them up, you can rotate them, you can make all of them 
from just two fabrics, or you can use all of the fabrics again.  Once you’ve made them, take some time to play around with arrang-
ing them. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

You can use them on just two sides of the quilt if you’d like it to be rectangular.  You can make them larger, or use them in  double 
rows, if you’d like your quilt to be bigger.  You can make them smaller if you’re trying to keep this a small quilt.  
Some people prefer to make their HSTs a little large to begin with, and trim them to make sure they are really square.  (Don’t for-
get to keep the diagonal seam under the 45’ diagonal line on your ruler.)  We suggest starting with 5” squares, or larger, in  order to 
make 4½” HST blocks (4” finished).  Use 3” squares, or larger, to make 2 ½” (2”) blocks. 
These are our last directions for the 2013 – 2014 Mystery Quilts.  If you would like to make your quilt larger; you could repeat the 

rounds that you’ve already done, you could repeat the rounds, but take a different path in following the previous suggestions , or 
you could make up your own rounds and rows. 
We would like to see what you’ve done at the September 2014 meeting Show-and-Tell.  Even better, we’d love to see your Mys-
tery Quilts as a special collection in our 2015 Quilt Show. 
Have a great summer, and thank you for participating,   Jan, Carol and Cathy 

 

Need help?   Contact us at MysteryQuilt@mvquilters.org 

and/or meet up with us at one of the library sew-ins. 

 

Remember: 

Doors open at 6:00 for those who want to  

socialize before the meeting.  

mailto:MysteryQuilt@mvquilters.org


    Quilt for 2015-16 
Request for BATIKS  - Bring to the June meeting.  
  
The next raffle quilt committee is looking for any batik scraps, strips or fat quarters 

that are in the fall color wheel...small amount of red, yellow, gold, orange, rust, beige, 

tan or slight green in combination with something, (and green will be the only other 

color introduced into the quilt).  Please bring them to the June meeting so we can or-
ganize them into baggies for you to take home in September and bring back in Octo-

ber.  Thank you! 

Bev Valle and Lin Caiado 

 

 

Quilt for 2014-15 

The new, Blue and White Raffle Quilt will go to the Mancuso World Quilt 
Show  in Manchester on April 14 through 17. A sign up sheet will be availa-
ble at the  June 19 meeting. If  you are not going to be at the meeting and 
you are willing to help please get in touch with Betty Hastings 

 
 

COMFORT QUILT NEWS: 
 
 

 
 

As of this posting there are 32 quilts for Anne Marie House. I'm hoping that there 
are a few more on the way.  I will be displaying the quilts to be given the night of 

the next meeting at 6PM so that all may have a chance to see them before we pre-

sent them to Anne Marie House during the meeting.  The presentation will be 

done early in the meeting so if you have a quilt to donate please arrive a little ear-

ly so it will be included. 

Thanks for all that you have done. It's a pleasure to be part of a generous group, 
especially since the economy has made it a little more difficult to participate in 

our Comfort Quilt program. 

See you all at the meeting.   Lin 



Merrimack Valley Quilters   General Meeting    May 15, 2014 
62 members and 6 guests were present 

 

 

 

Bev Valle, President called the meeting to order at 7 P.M.   

Quilt Show:  Carrie Zizza thanked all who helped with the judging, hanging, and take down.  She also 

reported that the judge said that, as a group, our bindings were the best he’d seen in a long time.  Jane 

Hamel and Layne Rando, our Quilt Show Chairpersons, were given a big round of applause. They 

thanked everyone who helped with the show, read us some preliminary numbers, and read the list of 

prize winners. Then, they presented the awards chosen by ballot:  Viewers’ Choice was a tie between 

Pat Lucey and Gail Wozniak; Members’ Choice went to Pat Lucey.   

Block Raffle:  Bev reviewed the next block raffle.  Blocks will be made of Asian fabrics; one tan with 

gold metallic, purchased from Ann Stobbs for $1.00, with additions from your stash.  Blocks are due at 

our June 19th meeting.  

Membership:  Liz Swan presented her remedy for the September meeting membership rush.  There 

will be a lottery among those whose applications are mailed in before Sept. 1, 2014; the prize will be 

free membership for the year 2014 – 2015. 

Programs 2014 – 2015:  Lyn Grenier and Maddie Burke spoke about programs for next year.  

Raffle Quilt 2015 – 2016:  Bev and Lin Caiado are coordinating the next Raffle Quilt.  They requested 

Batik scraps in autumn colors and tans, to be donated in June, so that they can make kits for the blocks.  

New Boards and Committees:  Bev went over the list of offices and committees for next year, seeking 

volunteers for the openings.  She was followed by Marianne Karp who gave an inspiring speech about 

service to our guild. 

President’s Blocks/Comfort Quilts:  Lin Caiado, V.P., showed us the beautiful Comfort Quilt that she 

pieced using our donated Propeller blocks.  She’s hoping that lots more quilts will be donated to this 

years’ charity, Anne Marie House, when their representatives join us at the June meeting.  http://

annemariehouse.org/aboutus 

Show and Tell:  We were shown some lovely quilts that weren’t finished in time for the Quilt Show, 

some of them will be Comfort Quilts. 

Monthly Raffle:  The Kaffe Fassett fabric was won by Janice Jones.  

Speakers:  Sue Richards introduced the highly entertaining duo; Cathy Miller, “The Singing Quilter,” 

and John Bunge.  www.singingquilter.com  bungmil@attglobal.net     

 

 

Quilt Show Wrap-up Meeting: Dinner at the Plaistow Library on Tuesday May 20th, at 7 P.M.,   

R.S.V.P. 

Next Board Meeting: The old and the new boards will enjoy a Pot Luck supper and meeting on Wed. 

June 4th, at 6:30 P.M., at the Plaistow Library. 

Next General Meeting: Thurs. June 19th, at 7 P.M., doors open at 6 P.M. for set-up and socializing. 

Respectfully submitted,   Janice Taylor, Secretary 

http://annemariehouse.org/aboutus
http://annemariehouse.org/aboutus
http://www.singingquilter.com
mailto:bungmil@attglobal.net


   

 

At the June meeting will we announce our name and 

theme for the quilt show.   We hope it may inspire you to make a quilt 
or wall hanging if you don't already own one.  We are looking for 

someone to chair the Quilt Challenge Committee for our show.   For 
new or newer members this might be a way for you to step up, and 

make new guild friends in doing so.  You only have to come up with 
theme, and then define rules such as size, color, sometimes one com-

mon fabric. Then sit back till quilt show weekend where you set up 
that exhibit, find someone to judge and you are done!!!!  

 

See or contact Gail Wozniak or Helen Weymouth if interested.  

Newsletters are available by snail mail to only those without computer  

 access- 
Send $10 to Pat Lucey, [not MVQ] and at least 10 address labels during the 
summer. You will get your September newsletter. 

This covers stamps, paper and toner for the year. 

Special Consideration Newsletters: 

Sunshine Lady: Mary Jo Ray 
If you know of someone who needs a bit of sunshine in their 

life, please contact Mary Jo  



It’s June already!  It’s been a great year for the guild with many wonderful programs and a successful quilt show.  I’m always 
amazed at the talent our group has and it’s inspiring to be among all of you.  Our success is due to the dedicated people who  vol-
unteer and give so much of their time.  I would like to thank all our outgoing board members for giving so much and especially 
our president Bev Valle for all her hard work and dedication.   

 
My goals as your new president are simple; keep it friendly, keep it open and transparent and keep it fun!  I’m thankful for the 
new board coming in, as they are very talented and knowledgeable.  I’m looking forward to working with them and getting to 
know all of you a little bit better.  I believe that we have a great team for 2014/2015 and we’ll have a great year.  
 
I hope you have a wonderful summer and I’ll see you in September. 

 
 Thank you,  
 
Ann Hockmeyer 
 
 

 
 
 
From the outgoing VP: 
It was a challenging two years with the guild. We all stepped up to the plate. I think it was a home run! We solved some fina ncial issues and 
learned a lot of hindsight responsibilities towards the budget in order to keep our guild healthy and the members happy. We couldn't have done it 
without everyone's involvement and input. We updated old terminology in our bylaws and moved forward in communication on the blog. Every-

one's efforts made it more informative. The objective is to make it our "go to" reference and social base. It is only as good as the input we give 
our hard working communications people: Pat, Cathy and Carol. We thank them for a tireless job well done behind the scenes.  
The old saying about "It takes a village" applies to our guild. It takes a village of volunteers to keep our guild a great place to indulge our passion 
of quilting and sharing it with others. This is our mission after all. Thank you to everyone that MAKES this happen.  
In closing, I'd like to thank Bev Valle for a job above and beyond the usual president's responsibility. No questions went un answered and if no 
volunteers stepped up, she filled the slot many times. Thank you for a great two years. I was glad to serve as your VP.  
Thank you to the "village". 

Lin Caiado 

 
 
 
 

Yes– you may be able to win a year of free membe- 

rship! 
MAIL your money and COMPLETED form to Liz Swan before  

September 1st.-   You will be entered into a raffle to win.  

 
This prevents chaos at the start of the meeting. 

 

The Membership form is here and on the Blog, under “Resources/Forms” 



Jeanne Elliott            

QuiltsEtc@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 Beginning Tole Painting                  

 Beginning quilting 

 Professional quilting of 

your quilts!        

Quilting by Catherine 
     
 Hand Guided 
 Long Arm Machine Quilting 
 Custom quilting 
 Edge to Edge 
 Binding 
 Basting (for hand quilting) 

     

      
 

 
 

     
Catherine Harnisch 

Catherine-quilts@comcast.net 
     

      
Methuen, MA 

     
  978-682-1843 

     



-- Thursday, September 18th Meeting: “Show your Colors: Ice Cream Social” - Wear your favorite color and 
bring (1) matching 
FQ. Enjoy an old fashion Ice Cream Social, lots of Show & Tell, & plenty of catching up.  
MAGAZINE SWAP: Bring all of your unloved quilting magazines for others to enjoy.  

Saturday, September 20th Workshop: Free Sew for New Members - Sponsored by Membership, FREE 
 
Thursday, October 16th Meeting: “Hands on Round Tables” -- Play with Surface design techniques AND learn 
fresh ideas 
for your quilting. Lots of demos and time to make, take, learn & ask questions. Some great ideas.  
Saturday, October 18th Workshop: “Making an Art Journal” (or small art quilt if you prefer) Continue exploring 

surface 
design & embellishing. Leave with a finished project to keep or gift. $25*  
 
Thursday, December 4th HOLIDAY PARTY & BUFFET 
Thursday, January 15th Lecture: “Modern Quilt or Contemporary Quilt” – Amy Friend, West Newbury. 
Co-founder of the Seacoast Modern Quilt Guild, pattern designer, & blogger Amy will present her  

quilts and views on Modern & Contemporary quilting. www.duringquiettime.com 
Saturday, January 17th Workshop: “Attract your Modern Side”. Before Amy heads off to teach at A Quilter’s 
Gathering 
she’ll be here utilizing fabric die cutting with Sizzix and teaching us to show our Modern side. $30*  
 
Thursday, February 19th UFO Auction – Carrie Zizza & Signe Kaleel 

 
Saturday, February 21th Workshop & Sew In: Charity sew or a finishing party. TBD but FREE  
 
Thursday, March 19th Lecture: "Quilts: Creativity and the Value of Judging"  
Holice Turnbow, Certified Judge, Sturbridge MA.  
Saturday, March 21st Workshop: Dancing with the Applique Stars. Spend the day with award winning appli-

qué quilters 
who will share their secrets for winning the ribbons. Techniques will include: reverse, several freezer  
paper variations, machine, baste or not & working with wool. Try them all, find your favorite. $25*  
 
Thursday, April 16 th Lecture: “Journeys” – Time travel with several MVQ quilters & their quilts. 
Saturday, April 18t8 Workshop: “Scrap Queen Unleashed!” 

Our own Signe Kaleel will be making us use our scraps & tame them all into submission, atleast in 
theory. Join Signe as she teaches us how to make beautiful scrap quilts utilizing several techniques  
including just “going at it”. Fuggly, crummie, fractured, stringy or playful….plan to use your scraps &  
maybe even your friends scraps. Totally addicting!! $25* 
 
Thursday, May 21th Joe Cunningham, San Francisco CA. – www.joethequilter.com/  

Lecture: “How to Have Fun” 
Friday, May 22st 

NOTE: FRIDAY 
Workshop: ROCK THE BLOCK, Album Style. Joe Cunningham 
How can a quilt that looks so complex be so simple? Rock the block with a simple process that leads  
to unavoidable originality. Fun, easy, & yet deeply satisfying & eye-opening, this class will have you 

inventing your own ways to make block quilts all your own. (4 yards of fabric) $35*  
 
Thursday, June 18th Lecture: “Waste Not, Want Not….your Time” – Gladi Porsche, Medical doctor, musician, 
blogger  
and Cocheco Guild member. Gladi is an appliqué & traditional quilter who is using her “free time” to  
create lovely, intricate & award winning quilts. Her wonderful use of color, design sense & her  

detailed workmanship bring traditional to a new & contemporary timelessness. www.gladiquilts.net  
BOOK SWAP: Literary type or GUILTY Summer reading. Add a personal note & bookmark.  
 
 
All lectures are on the 3rd Thursday of the month at Holy Angels Hall. All Workshops are held at the Plaistow 
Library on Saturday 

*********Note Joe Cunningham workshop is on Friday– this helps us lower his cost.  



 



Diana Dow, LMT, NCTMB 
    
 
Nationally Certif ied – Licensed in MA & NH  
          
 MASSAGE THERAPIST 

                     
Stone Therapy Massage Specialty 
            

Deep Tissue and Stress Reduction 
                 

               617-823-2795  
         DDow613@aol.com  

 

          Andover Hair & Skin Care Salon & Spa 
 93 Main Street, Andover, MA 01810 
Hours by appointment – 
     INCLUDES Sunday and Monday 
Gift Certificates Available – Introductory Offer - 

$65.00 
     Ask about the Signature Franciscan Stone 
Massage 

mailto:DDow613@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletters are available by snail mail to only 
those without computer  access- 

Send $10 to Pat Lucey, [not MVQ] and at least 
10 address labels during the summer. You will 
get your September newsletter. 

This covers stamps, paper and toner for the year. 

19 Willow Rd, Boxford, MA 01921 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next Meeting   June 19th 

Holy Angels Hall  7:00    

Check List: 

 Name Tag 

 Show and Tell 
 $ for raffle 

 Refreshments [if it 

is your turn!] 
 $ for membership 

Refreshments: people who like to eat!  

 

   
   Pat Lucey is alwaysPat Lucey is alwaysPat Lucey is always   

   collecting knitted or crocheted hats collecting knitted or crocheted hats collecting knitted or crocheted hats 

for babies and children! I also have a for babies and children! I also have a for babies and children! I also have a 

source for leftover yarn!source for leftover yarn!source for leftover yarn!   
   

Quilts at the Museum of Fine Arts:  
April 6th to July 27th! The Pilgrim/Roy 

collection ! 

 Cancellations! 

Info will be on the Blog 


